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November 2017 Worker’s Comp Report 
 
November: 
4 total incidents: 
 


• 2 Strains  
• 1 Exposure (Student)  
• 1 Hearing 


 
1 claim of uncertainty as the person left work and did not come back, so unclear if work-related claim. 
 

















Safety & Security Talking Points for EH&S 


Month of December 


Campus Emergency Preparedness: 


1. Completed Campus Wide Great American Shakeout on October 19, 2017. 
 


Safety Training: 


1. January 25, 2018 Spring Plenary: 
 
• Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Training: Learn how to correctly and efficiently use an 


AED with a trainer from San Diego Project Heartbeat. Knowing how to properly handle an AED 
is an important skill for the campus community and for life. 


• Office Ergonomics 101: One-hour educational program presentation presented by Humanscale 
designed to increase awareness of ergonomics among employees within Palomar College. The 
course provides an introduction to ergonomics through an overview of major principles specific 
to office environments. 


Fire Prevention Program: 


EH&S conducted Annual Fire Extinguisher Inspections at the San Marcos Campus on November 20th 


through 22nd of buildings: 


• DA Building   
• DR Building 
• ECE Lab School 
• FD Building 
• HC Building 
• ITC Building 
• MC Building 
• NS Building 
• RS Building (includes Facilities compound) 
• T Building 


Air Quality/Safety: 


1. General Observations – TLC Building 


At the request of Dr. Lisa Norman, Assistant Superintendent/Vice President of Human Resource 
Services, the Palomar Community College District Environmental Health and Safety Department 
performed an indoor air quality inspection at the TLC-Building on November 16, 2017 beginning at 
10:21 a.m. 


A brief visual inspection of the indoor area did not reveal any immediate concerns – the interior space 
appeared to be well- ventilated with no excessive dust on surface areas. 


 







General Measurement of Indoor Air Quality 


EH&S performed indoor air quality monitoring in order to determine whether the air handling system is 
properly balanced and appropriate indoor and fresh outdoor air mixing is occurring. This test was 
performed using a calibrated Q-TRAK® Indoor Air Quality Meter (TSI-Instruments, Model No. 7575) 
beginning at 10:21 a.m. on November 16, 2017. The parameters measured included Temperature 
(Temp), relative humidity (rH), carbon monoxide (CO), and carbon monoxide (CO₂). The following is a 
summary of the measurements obtained: 


• Temp – The temperature within TLC-Building ranged from approximately 76.9 to 79.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit (° F). The outside temperature was approximately 83.7 to 84.5 ° F. 
 


• rH – The relative humidity within TLC-Building ranged from approximately 24.5 to 24.8 percent. 
The outside relative humidity ranged from approximately 27.1 to 27.9 percent. 
 


• CO – The CO readings within TLC-Building and immediately outdoors were consistently less than 
2.5 part per million (ppm).  


 
• CO₂ – CO₂ readings within TLC-Building ranged from 599 to 657 ppm while the sampling 


activities occurred. The outside CO₂ readings were measured between 409 to 411 ppm. 


 


Indoor air quality parameters investigated during the assessment included temperature, humidity, CO 
levels and CO₂ levels. Real-time readings throughout the period of investigation indicated that the 
building is overall efficiently removing indoor air and properly mixing fresh, outdoor air.   


All results and recommendations are limited to the airborne concentrations taken at the time of the 
sample collection only. Changes in weather, operating procedures, ventilation, temperature, humidity, 
occupant practices and other conditions including construction activities in the immediate area may 
cause variations in anticipated indoor airborne concentrations. No recommendation or further 
evaluations are needed at this time. 


 
ERGO/ADA Accommodations: 


September 2017 


(1) Basic Ergo 
(1) Worker’s Comp 


Total: $2982.18 
October 2017 


(6) Basic Ergo: 6 
(4) Worker’s Comps 
      Total:  $ 3477.99 


November 2017  


(1) Basic Ergo 







Hazmat: 


1. October 2017 - (4) Medical Waste Shipments 
2. November 2017 - (5) Medical Waste Shipments 








Follow-up to October 2017 Safety Concerns 


 


SAFETY CONCERNS 
 


1.  Harris:   
 Adrian Gonzales is aware of the issue of bicycles on campus and he is working on creating a task 


force to create a bicycle policy. Johnson also mentioned skateboards as an issue. Gonzales and 
Harris also had a discussion about golf carts, with departments using it for both supplies and also 
for personal transportation. Gonzales was considering adding bicycle lanes or a golf cart path 
outside of the major pedestrian thoroughfare. Sterling mentioned that she gets challenged by 
students on skateboards/bicycles because there are golf carts on campus. Harris also mentioned 
that they’re looking at creating a service animal/pets policy. 


 
 Per Chris Miller, currently the Prop-M Loop Road project addresses the addition of bicycle lanes. 


Projected start date will take place after the completion of the Athletics project. However there are 
no plans to add lanes for bicycle or a path for golf carts outside of the major pedestrian 
thoroughfare at this time.  


 
2.  Sterling:   
 In her division meeting, Diane Studinka brought up that the new fence that was put up by Parking 


Lot 12 cut into the student walkway, so now there is no walkway. Corbin mentioned that 
somebody in the HR department complained about that, as well. Johnson mentioned he will speak 
with Dennis Astl. 


 
 Completed October 5th. Contractors addressed this issue by posting signage and adding a path of 


travel for pedestrians. 
 
3.  Heath: 
 He mentioned that people have been parking in the service road between the lab school and the 


Minkoff field. He suggested placing bollards in the entrance to stop traffic. Johnson also 
mentioned adding a swing gate in the entrance. Maines mentioned the possibility of enforcing 
parking ordinances as long as there is the proper signage. 


 
 In process - Remedy #10219 - 10220, install swing gate or chain w/proper signage at the entrance 


of the service road between Minkoff Field/Early Child Education Lab School. 
  
4.  Finton: 
 There are issues with the parents with kids at the charter school parking/dropping their kids off in 


the Escondido Center parking lot both in the mornings and the afternoons. There are kids also 
running through the parking lot while they wait for their parents to pick them up. Medel spoke 
with the principal of the school a few years ago to let parents know not to do that, but it’s still 
happening. Corbin mentioned that their might be a liability issue involved as well with the safety 
of the kids. 


  
 Per Tom Medel 
 
 I haven’t spoken to either since the issue has not been brought to my attention or Campus Police. 
 We did have this issue a few years ago. 
 







• The charter school gets out at 2:30pm. This is during Campus Police’s shift change, so it’s 
difficult to cite parents who park in our lot. 


• I know several young kids would congregate near ESC 824. It posed a noise issue for our 
classes in that area.  


• Several of the students/parents walk through our campus on their way to/from school. We can’t 
do anything about. No laws are broken or violation of board policy. 


  
Derrick Johnson, Supervisor of EH&S recommends that Campus Police, the Manager of the       
Escondido Education Center and EH&S meet in an effort to address this safety concern. 


5.  MacNeil: 
 The Biology Department is discussing that students are being found in classrooms on weekends 


unattended. There are a number of microscopes missing and other theft. Everybody is being 
instructed to lock the doors at the end of the day and during weekends. The faculty had been 
leaving the doors opened/unlocked because some of the students asked to come in during the 
weekend. Corbin and Wick both pointed out the potential liability of having students unattended 
around high value items, and also chemicals and other hazards. Maines asked whether the missing 
items were reported to the police, but MacNeil said there was no mention that it had been reported. 
Johnson said that he will reach out to the Dean and have her contact Chief Moore. 


 
 Kathryn Kailikole addressed this issue with the Department Chairs during their division meeting. 
 No report of students being found in classrooms unattended on weekends identified since meeting. 
 
6.  Vasquez: 
 She said she doesn’t see the window films being incredibly important because she’s never seen an 


attack on campus, but will bring it up during the ASG meeting. She mentioned that after discussing 
with the ASG regarding potential safety concerns that lighting on campus is a big issue. Maines 
said he can come to the next ASG meeting and have them describe which areas are especially dark, 
and also talk about campus safety. She also mentioned that an ASG member got stuck in an 
elevator in the H-Building and the emergency button did not work. Johnson said he will look into 
it and mention it to the Otis representative. 


 
 Complete: Otis Elevator Company inspected emergency buttons of (2) elevators located at the 


Humanities building.  
  
 Inspection Results: 
  


• East elevator - phone not receiving signal from network system. Information Services (IS) 
indicated that the phone wire pair originally used in SR-1 was dead, so IS moved the line to a 
working post. The phone is now working. Otis elevator company is working on reprograming 
the phone. This item is still pending.  


• West elevator – phone has defaulted to factory settings. Phone calls out to Tyssenkrupp elevator 
company not Otis. Corrective actions completed by the Otis elevator company. 


 
7. Johnson: 
 The EME program at the Escondido Center receives donations from fire departments and other 


agencies and store at the hazardous waste area. Johnson told Finton that they need to limit the 
amount that’s stored/disposed of there. MacNeil asked the best way to dispose of the waste, and 
Johnson said the only way to do it is the EH&S department can give them a container and an 
inventory of what’s inside, and then have Stericycle dispose of the waste. 


 
 Inventory still pending. 





