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Criminal Record Relief Clinic
Empowering justice‐involved youth 
to pursue post‐conviction relief

Hosted in partnership by the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office, 
San Diego County Public Defender’s Office, California Community Colleges, 

San Diego County Office of Education, San Diego Continuing Education, and Grossmont‐Cuyamaca College.

Originally presented on
January 29, 2021

(10:00am – 11:30am)   

Criminal Record Relief

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER
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Why it matters ... 

 Expungement (Dismissal) of Criminal Convictions

 Prop. 47 Relief (Reclassifying Certain Low-Level 
Felonies to Misdemeanors)

 Prop. 64 Relief (Reclassifying Certain Marijuana Crimes)

 Motions to Reduce Felony Convictions to Misdemeanors

 Motions for Early Termination of Probation

 Human Trafficking Victim Conviction Relief

 Sealing Adult Arrest Records

 Sealing Adult Arrest Records for the Factually Innocent

 Certificates of Rehabilitation/Gubernatorial Pardons

 PC290 Sex Offender Registration Relief

 Correcting Errors in Department of Justice Criminal 
History Records

 DNA Database Expungement

 Gang Documentation Relief

 Dismissal Petitions for Successful PC1000 Participants 
with Collateral Consequences per PC1203.43

 Fire Camp Participant Dismissal

Types of 
Conviction Relief: 
The List Grows & 
Grows . . . 
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What’s in 
your record?

 Served at least ½ your 
probationary time 

 Completed all the 
classes/programs/volunteer 
work/public work service

 Paid off the fines & restitution

 Have a compelling need to be 
off probation
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AB1950 
(1/1/21)

Most felonies: 
now 2 yrs. probation

Most misdemeanors: 
now 1 yr. probation

Doesn’t apply to DUI’s, DV 
cases, and a few other types

 What does it do?  “Limited Dismissal”

 Changes on the horizon????

 What convictions can be dismissed?

 Infractions (but not things like speeding tickets, running red light, etc.)

 Almost all misdemeanors (some sex offenses excluded)

 Most felony convictions 

 Some sex offenses excluded

 Felonies w/ probation or local prison sentences 

 If served state prison sentence for the case . . . . talk to a lawyer!

 Who is not yet legally eligible?

 Currently on probation, mandatory supervision, PRCS,  or parole (unless fire 
camp expungement)

 Pending charges or warrant out on any case

 Currently in jail or prison

AB1076
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 How much does it cost?

 SD court filing fee:  $60 per misdemeanor case; 
$120 per felony case  

 BUT – most people qualify to waive these filing 
fees

 How long does the process take?

 Can the judge say “No”?

 What can you do now to make getting a dismissal 
easier?

 Make an accomplishment list

 Collect any documents to show your 
achievements

 Be prepared to answer:

 How has having a record impacted your life?

What have you learned from your 
involvement in the criminal justice system?

What changes have you made in your life to 
avoid trouble in the future?

What about Juvenile Cases?

Juvenile records are confidential

Some juvenile records are dismissed & sealed 
automatically – you don’t have to do anything

You may have to ask that some types of records be sealed.  
Start the process by calling the Sealing Officer 
(858) 694-4315.
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Reducing 
Felony Charges 

to 
Misdemeanors

17(b) 
Motions

• Reducing eligible 
charges 

(wobblers)
• Judge must 

agree

Prop 64
•Reclassifying Certain 

Marijuana Crimes to 
Misdemeanors, 

Infractions, or Non-
crimes

•Convictions from before 
11/9/2016

•No filing deadline
•“Automatic” Legislation

Prop 47
•Reclassifying Certain 
Low-Level Felonies to 

Misdemeanors
•Convictions from before 

11/4/2014
•Filing Deadline: 
NOVEMBER 4, 2022

The San Diego 
Experience

Prop. 47 
petitions 
reviewed & 
processed

42,817 Prop. 64 
petitions 
reviewed & 
processed

10,741
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Certificate of 
Rehabilitation

What does it do? Official recognition of rehabilitation
May help with getting professional licenses

When can you 
get it?

Generally, a minimum seven years staying out 
of trouble

What types of 
convictions does 
it work on?

Most felonies; some misdemeanor sex offenses

Who is not
eligible?

Non-CA residents; military; currently still on 
supervision 

Sealing Adult 
Arrest Records

Know your options!
Who Can Benefit?
The San Diego Experience

Sort of an eraser---
sometimes . . . 

AB1076

A detention is 
not an arrest!
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Human Trafficking Victim 
Conviction Relief

WHO IS A VICTIM 
OF HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING Forced 
labor/services 
(not limited 
to sex acts)

Adults manipulated 
into performing 

commercial sex acts

Minors 
performing 
commercial 

sex acts

Legal 
Definition 
Pen. Code 
236.1(a),(b), & (c)
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Who Can We Help?
Arrests or 

convictions while 
a victim of HT

Non‐violent 
offenses

Committed as a 
direct result of 
being a victim

Good faith 
effort to 

distance from 
the trafficking 

scheme  

RESULTS OF VACATUR: 
Vacatur is the formal recognition of “factual innocence.” 

Sealing & destruction of all records
 DOJ
Court Records
 $$$$$$
 Fingerprints/booking records
 Police/arrest records
 Probation records/CDCR/Parole
 DNA
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San Diego County 
District Attorney 

Conviction Review Unit

Uriah Courtney Case 
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DA 
Conviction 
Review 
Unit

https://www.sdcda.org/office/ConvictionReview/

https://www.sdcda.org/office/ConvictionReview/

DA 
Conviction 
Review 
Unit
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Are you Ready for a Fresh Start?

San Diego County 
Cases

Free Service

For Anyone

Anywhere

Sample of Services . . . .
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http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/public_defender/fresh_start.html

http://bit.ly/FreshStartSD

Fresh Start Program
450 B Street, Suite 900
San Diego, CA 92101

Fresh.Start@sdcounty.ca.gov

(619) 338-4700

Information 
at your 
Fingertips
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Sample 
Web Page

How to Get Help . . . 
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Clear My 
Record

https://clearmyrecord.codeforamerica.org/

Kate Braner
Chief Deputy

Training & Development

San Diego County Office of the 
Public Defender

Katherine.Braner@sdcounty.ca.gov

(619) 338-4804

Heather Trocha
Deputy District Attorney

San Diego County Office of the 
District Attorney


