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Affidavit of Publication 
 
 
 
 
ATKINS 
3570 CARMEL MOUNTAIN RD SUITE 300 
SAN DIEGO   CA  92130 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA}  ss. 
          County of San Diego} 

 
 
 
The  Unders ig ned ,  dec la res  under  pena l ty  o f  per jury  un der  the  
l a w s  o f  the  Sta te  o f  Ca l i f ornia :  Tha t  s he  i s  a  re s ide n t  o f  the  
Co un ty  o f  Sa n  Dieg o .  Tha t  she  is and at all times herein mentioned was 
a citizen of the United States, over the age of twenty-one years, and that he is not 
a party to, nor interested in the above entitled matter; that she is Chief Clerk for 
the publisher of 
 

THE SAN DIEGO UNION TRIBUNE 
 
a newspaper of general circulation, printed and published daily in the City of 
San Diego,  County of  San Diego, and which newspaper is published for the 
dissemination of local news and intelligence of a general character, and which 
newspaper at all the times herein mentioned had and still has a bona fide 
subscription list of paying subscribers, and which newspaper has been 
established, printed and published at regular intervals in the said City of San 
Diego, County of San Diego, for a period exceeding one year next preceding the 
date of publication of the notice hereinafter referred to, and which newspaper is 
not devoted to nor published for the interests, entertainment or instruction of a 
particular class, profession, trade, calling, race, or denomination, or any number 
of same; that the notice of which the annexed is a printed copy, has been 
published in said newspaper in accordance with the instructions of the person(s) 
requesting publication, and not in any supplement thereof on the following dates, 
to wit: 
 
                                  August 17, 2015 

 
      
 
 

_____________________________________                  _ 
Chief Clerk for the Publisher 

Cris Gaza  
 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the Laws of  

the State of California that the foregoing is true  

and correct, and that this affidavit is executed on  
September 24, 2015 in the City of San Diego, California. 
 
 
Aff idavi t  of  Publ ica t ion o f   

 
Legal Advertisement 
Ad #    10936464 
 
ORDERED BY:   PAUL GARCIA 
 
 
 

 

    
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











TO  
Dennis Astl                                                               Sept.8, 2015 
Palomar College

 
Greetings, Mr Astl: 
I am responding to your invitation in the Rancho Bernardo newspaper to  
provide feedback concerning the projected opening of your RB Branch.  
I concur with the editorial in this paper questioning the ethics of an end run 
around the RB Planning Council and the inquiry meetings completely out of 
RB locations.  
More particularly, I write as a 30 year resident of Westwood, who, of all 
residents will be most impacted. My home sits on the northeast corner of 
Rancho Bernardo Road and Matinal Road, only yards away from the 
proposed driveway entrance to the RB Branch of Palomar College. I share 
all the concerns of Westwood residents about traffic, particularly the 
temptation to park on Matinal Road and streets closest to the facility. If I 
hear your plans rightly, there will be between hundreds and a thousand or 
more daily entries and exits to the college for at least 13 hours a day. As 
you are aware, the 50 mph limit as traffic roars east and west on Rancho 
Bernardo regularly exceeds 60 miles an hour. This is already a dangerous 
intersection. My home and my neighbors’ home on the northwest corner 
have witnessed some horrific crashes that have impacted our property and 
homes. 
Twelve years ago, the local Westwood club and RB caved in to developers 
of 4S Ranch who wanted to replace our wooden fences with  a concrete 
block wall.  If today I had another driver crash  through this flimsy hollow 
concrete block wall, that car and driver would drive right into my family 
room (unlike when I had double reinforced wooden fencing and stands of 
old trees on both sides). . 
There is no avoiding the reality of  increasing dangers of traffic congestion. 
What is sad is the devolution of an established neighborhood. Thirty years 
ago, my home was on the last street of  the west boundary of San Diego.  
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Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board 
PO Box 270831, San Diego, CA 92198 

www.rbplanningboard.com 
 

                          September 17, 2015 AGENDA 
 

7:00 PM, @ RB Swim & Tennis Club, Club 21 Room 
16955 Bernardo Oaks Drive 

2015 RB PLANNING BOARD  

P = present                                                      A = absent                                          ARC = arrived after roll call 

John Cochran  Donald Gragg  Matt Stockton  Bernardo Bicas  Mike Lutz  
Robin Kaufman  Scott Hall  Sherry Guthrie  Ruth Coddington  Laurie Madsen  
Rebecca Weide  Bettyann Pernice  Vicki Touchstone  Jim Denton    
        Total Seated 14 
        Total in Attendance  
 
ITEM #1  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL – REGULAR MEETING 

 
ITEM #2  NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT (3 minutes per speaker) 

To discuss items not on the agenda, yet within the jurisdiction of the RB Planning Board.  
Board members should limit discussion of non-agenda items so as not to detract from the time available  
for agenda items. Board may ask questions or refer the matter to city staff. 
 

ITEM #3   GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE REMARKS (3 min) 
 
ITEM #4   CHAIRS REMARKS (5 min) 
 

 ITEM #5  MODIFICATIONS TO AGENDA / ADOPT DRAFT AGENDA (5 min)     VOTING ITEM  
 
ITEM #6 ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS (10 min)                      VOTING ITEMS  

Review and approve August 2015 Meeting minutes  
Review and approve August 2015 Treasurer’s report 

   
ITEM #7 PALOMAR COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT RANCHO BERNARDO  

CAMPUS- NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIROMENTAL  IMPACT  
REPORT   (15 min)                      VOTING ITEM 
Palomar Community College District has issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP)  
for an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Comments related to the NOP are due on  
September 17. The proposed project will be located at 11111 Rancho Bernardo Road.  
The purpose of the NOP is to solicit comments from the public regarding the issues that  
should be evaluated in the EIR (e.g., traffic, visual quality, geology and soils, lighting).  
The Development Review Committee will present recommended comments. 
 

ITEM #8 INTEGRATED CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PROJECT PRESENTATION (15 Min)   INFORMATIONAL 
              Alex Estrella, Senior Regional Planner, will give an update on the final implementation phase  

of the ICM system, which consists of detour signs placed on surface streets in the vicinity of 
the I-15 freeway.     
 

ITEM #9 CITY OF SAN DIEGO – CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (5 Min)                      VOTING  ITEM 
  The City’s draft Climate Action Plan and Program associated EIR are available for  

http://www.rbplanningboard.com/


public review and comment. The Planning Board responded to the Notice  
of Preparation for this EIR. The Regional Issues Committee will present recommended  
comments for both the draft Plan and draft Program EIR. Comments are due September 29, 2015. 

  
  

ITEM #10  APPOINTMENT OF BOARD VACANCIES (5 Min)                        VOTING  ITEM 
Vote on  individuals presenting themselves for Board district vacancies who have already 
attended one required meeting this year. There are presently vacancies in the following 
districts: B (Eastview), C (Oaks North), D (Swim and Tennis). 

  
   
ITEM # 13 COMMITTEE REPORTS (see attached draft of minutes) 
    Bylaws Ad-Hoc............................................. Don Gragg   
  Development Review…………………….    Vicki Touchstone 

Publicity/Elections/Nominating.................. John Cochran 
  Regional Issues…………………………... Vicki Touchstone 
  Traffic & Transportation..............................   
 
ITEM #14 LIAISON REPORTS 
  Community Council……...……………….. Robin Kaufman  
  Community Planners Committee (CPC)….. Mike Lutz 
  SANDAG………………………………  Robin Kaufman 
  San Dieguito River Park ………………….   Don Gragg/Robin Kaufman 
  San Pasqual/Lake Hodges Planning Group…. Laurie Madsen 
 
ITEM #15 OLD BUSINESS 
 
ITEM #16 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 

ADJOURMENT:  

 

NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING: 

Thursday, October 15, 2015 @ 7:00 PM   
RB Swim & Tennis Club – Club 21 Room     

 

STANDING SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Administrative Committee         Publicity/Election Committee 
6:00 PM - Monday, 10 days prior to Board meeting  TBA 
RB Swim & Tennis Club - Ceramics Room   

 
Development Review Committee  Regional Issues Committee 
6:00 PM – Tuesday prior to Admin. meeting                  7:00 PM – Tuesday prior to Admin. meeting 
RB Swim & Tennis Club – Ceramics Room                  RB Swim & Tennis Club – Ceramics Room  
    
Traffic & Transportation Committee     
6:00 PM – 4th Monday of month   
RB Swim & Tennis Club – Ceramics Room  



 

 

Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board  
P.O. Box 270831, San Diego, CA 92198  

www.rbplanningboard.com  
 

 
September 17, 2015 
 
Mr. Dennis Astl 
Palomar Community College District, San Marcos Campus 
1140 West Mission Road 
San Marcos, CA  92069-1487 
 
RE:  Notice of Preparation to Prepare an Environmental Impact Report for the Palomar Community 

College District South Education Center 
 
Dear Mr. Astl: 
 
On September 17, 2015, the Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board reviewed the information 
provided in the Notice of Preparation (NOP) to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 
Palomar Community College District (PCCD) South Education Center. The NOP was first reviewed 
by the Planning Board’s Development Review Committee (DRC) on September 9, at which time 
representatives from PCCD were present to provide information about the project and to receive initial 
input from the DRC. The recommendations from the DRC were then forwarded to the full Planning 
Board for consideration. 
 
Project Description:  
The project, as presented in the NOP, involves the construction and operation of a new southern 
campus for the PCCD in Rancho Bernardo. The 27-acre project site is located at 11111 Rancho 
Bernardo Drive, at the intersection of Rancho Bernardo Road and Matinal Road. The project site was 
previously graded and partially developed in accordance with development plans approved by the City 
of San Diego for three 110,000-square-foot office buildings. PCCD proposes to maintain the existing 
access road and extend it around the site to provide a better connection to an existing parking structure. 
The existing four-story building will be converted to a full service education center (110,000 square 
feet). A 1,000-square-foot campus police facility and an outdoor quad area will be constructed to the 
northeast of the existing parking structure. Project construction will occur over a period of 
approximately 18 months, with the campus intended to be operational in fall 2017.  The maximum 
capacity of the facility is 3,470 full time equivalent students (FTES), supported by 38 full-time 
equivalent faulty and 37 staff/administrators. Operating hours will be 7 am to 10 pm, Monday through 
Friday. A 150-seat community room could be available for use on the weekends. 
 
Responses to the NOP: 
 

Description of the Project - The draft EIR should provide a detailed description of all aspects of the 
project including construction and long-term operation. The grading proposed to create a new 
internal access road to the parking structure, and any other grading that may be required, should be 
described in terms of volumes of cut and fill, maximum slope gradients, erosion control measures 
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incorporated into the scope of the project both during construction and over the life of the project. 
Although not addressed in the NOP, if material is to be removed from the site, the total cubic yards 
of material to be transported off the site should be provided along with information regarding the 
number of truck trips that would be generated by this activity and the route that would be used to 
transport the material from the project site to an appropriate disposal site. If any encroachment into 
existing open space is necessary, that too should be addressed. 
 
The project description should also provide general information about the types of construction 
activity that will occur on the site and the anticipated work hours/days. If construction is proposed 
at night, then additional information regarding night lighting and anticipated noise levels should 
also be provided. 
 
The project description should also address the building design, lighting of roadways, sidewalks, 
buildings, and parking areas, and the types and extent of signage to be provided on site.  
 
Although the NOP does not imply that there are any plans for the future expansion of the proposed 
facility, if there is the potential for expansion at this site to accommodate additional full time 
equivalent students at some point in the future, that information should be addressed in the draft 
EIR in accordance with CEQA.  
 
Aesthetics/Visual Quality – The project site may be visible from one or more residential areas in 
Rancho Bernardo, therefore, the draft EIR should analyze the potential impacts related to night 
lighting from building illumination, lighted signage, lighting in the parking lot and parking 
structure, security lighting, and lighting along the access road and new loop road. To minimize 
impacts related to lighting, including impacts to Palomar Observatory from sky glow, all lighting 
should be shield to direct lighting downward while still providing lighting to ensure adequate 
security on the site. 
 
Noise – The draft EIR should address potential noise impacts to nearby residential development 
during construction, as well as during the long term operation of the facility. Noise sources might 
include the use of outdoor public address systems, audible sounds to announce the start or end of 
class, and outdoor student activities. Appropriate mitigation measures should be developed and 
incorporated into the scope of the project as applicable. 

 
Transportation and Traffic – A traffic study should be conducted for the project that addresses 
existing and projected future traffic volumes in the project vicinity; including but not limited to the 
intersections along Rancho Bernardo Road immediately to east and west of the project site (e.g., 
Via del Campo, Matinal Road, Via Tazon, West Bernardo Drive, north and southbound I-15 ramps, 
Bernardo Center Drive). The traffic study should also analyze potential alternative travel routes 
that may develop as drivers seek alternative ways to move through the area. Of particular concern 
are the streets in the Westwood neighborhood. The cumulative effects to traffic circulation of this 
project along with other projects currently being developed and/or planned for the area (e.g., 
construction of a new Sharp Rees-Sealy facility on West Bernardo Drive) should also be addressed. 
Improving access to transit should be evaluated as a possible mitigation measure for impacts 
related to traffic congestion. 
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Parking – The project is planned to accommodate 3,470 FTES and 75 faculty, staff, and 
administrators. A total of 792 on-site parking spaces are proposed. The draft EIR should describe 
how the total parking spaces to be provided will or will not be adequate to accommodate all users. 
If adequate spaces are not available on site or if there will be a charge for parking, the draft EIR 
must address the potential effects to the surrounding area as users attempt to find parking offsite. 
No parking is permitted along Rancho Bernardo Road and no transit opportunities are currently 
available along Rancho Bernardo Road in the vicinity of the project, therefore, the only nearby 
alternative would be the Westwood community to the north. Adequate mitigation should be 
provided to ensure that the Westwood community is not adversely affected by parking issues 
related to the current proposal. 

 
Public Services – The draft EIR should evaluate the potential effect that this facility could have on 
current response times at the Rancho Bernardo Fire Station. 
 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions – A potential GHG reduction strategy would be establishing a 
transit route from the Rancho Bernardo Transit Center to the proposed campus, which would 
reduce the number of trips generated by the project. 

 
The Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board appreciates the opportunity to provide responses to 
the NOP for this project and we look forward to reviewing the draft EIR when it is made available for 
public review and comment.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mike Lutz, Chairman 
Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board   
 
cc:   City Councilmember Mark Kersey 
 Tony Kempton, City of San Diego Planning Department 
   



Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 

for the Palomar Community College District - Rancho Bernardo Campus 

Background Information 
 
Project Overview: 

The Palomar Community College District (PCCD) proposes to construct and operate a new 
southern campus in Rancho Bernardo on a 27-acre parcel at 11111 Rancho Bernardo Drive, 
located to the south of the intersection of Rancho Bernardo Road and Matinal Road. Access 
to the site would be via Rancho Bernardo Road at the signalized intersection with Matinal 
Road.    
 
The project site was previously approved by the City of San Diego for the development of 
three 110,000-square-foot office buildings. The site was partially developed with an access 
road and sidewalk from Rancho Bernardo Road up to the site, a four-story building, 574-
space parking structure, and 218 surface parking spaces when PCCD purchased the site in 
2010.. The existing building will be converted to a full service education center (110,000 
square feet), including a lobby, lecture and laboratory facilities, faculty offices and support, 
library resource and instruction support lab, merchandizing and food services, and other 
support facilities. PCCD also proposes to construct a 1,000-square-foot campus police 
facility and an outdoor quad area on the site. A 150-seat community room is also proposed. 
Project construction will occur over a period of approximately 18 months, with the campus 
intended to be operational in fall 2017.  

 
Initially, the campus will serve 1,031 full-time equivalent students. The maximum capacity 
will be 3,470 FTES. The campus will also be supported by 38 full-time equivalent faulty and 
37 staff/administrators. Operating hours will be 7 am to 10 pm, Monday – Friday. More 
information is available in the NOP. 

 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Process: 

The Notice of Preparation (NOP) is the first step in the CEQA process. The PCCD proposes 
to prepare an environmental impact report (EIR) to address the potential effects to the 
environment of implementing the proposed project. The NOP process provides the interested 
public with the opportunity to identify potential issues that should be addressed in the EIR. 
The PCCD will then prepare the EIR and present it to the public for review and comment.  It 
is not until the public comment period is completed and all comments to the EIR have been 
reviewed and responded to that the PCCD’s governing board will consider initiation of the 
project. 
 

Planning Board Review:  
The Development Review Committee considered the NOP at a meeting on Wednesday, 
September 9. Three representatives from PCCD were present to provide information about 
the proposed project. The DRC raised the following issues, which are addressed in greater 
detail in the attached draft letter to the PCCD: traffic circulation and congestion, parking, 
lighting/glare, dark skies, public services (fire), and cumulative effects related to traffic.  
Responses to the NOP are due on September 17, 2015. 
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