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WHO WE ARE

Faculty & Staff 
Bios



Michael Arce | Sociology| 
marce@palomar.edu

I was born and raised in Oceanside, graduated from El Camino High 
School (with a 1.98 GPA!), and took 7 years to receive my associates 
degree from MiraCosta College before transferring to California State 
University San Marcos. I was fortunate enough to have the support of 
my friends and family and was able to graduate in 2016 with a 
bachelor's degree in Sociology with an emphasis in children, youth, and 
families. Through the encouragement of faculty and family, I applied to 
Cal State San Marcos' Master's in Sociological Practice program and 
graduated in 2018 after completing a thesis on racial and ethnic identity 
formation. 
I have an 8-year-old amazingly intelligent and observational sociologist 
daughter who doesn't shy away from calling me out (which I absolutely 
love). I like to enjoy a cup of coffee while I browse Reddit and play video 
games. On a beautiful day, my wife and I will cruise by the beach, 
sipping on a Dirty Nutty Dang (an espresso-infused chocolate and 
peanut butter shake) from Oceanside's Banana Dang. 
I teach sociology at both Palomar College and MiraCosta College and 
love how we can use our sociological imagination to make the "normal" 
seem strange, whether you're a sociologist or not! I am always ready 
and excited to talk to students, faculty, and staff, so please feel free to 
send me an email and let's get to know each other marce@palomar.edu!

mailto:marce@palomar.edu


Sterling Briggs | 
Admissions and Financial 
Aid & Sociology | 
sbriggs1@palomar.edu



Richard Carr | English | 
rcarrjr@palomar.edu



Amber Colbert | Sociology | 
acolbert@palomar.edu



Dr. Lisa Cox-Romain | 
Counseling | 
lromain@palomar.edu



Marlene Forney | Library | 
mforney@palomar.edu
I love helping people find information they need for their work as 
students and also for other information needs that are part of living 
well. 

I identify myself as a ‘... dancaholic Librarian’ because I grew up in a 
home where everyone danced, and my parents answered many 
questions by saying ‘let’s look that up’ 

I love people, movies, tech stuff and learning. I was raised in Gary 
Indiana, have traveled to 4 of the 7 continents and only play card 
games to ‘be sociable’. 

I have a Masters degree in Library Science from the U. of Michigan 
and earned my Bachelors degree in French from Purdue University.

To connect with me directly send an email to mforney@palomar.edu. 
I can answer a quick question in an email or set up a Zoom session. 
That format will allow me to more efficiently provide research help.

mailto:mforney@palomar.edu


Christina Harrell | English | 
charrell@palomar.edu

Adjunct Instructor, Speech Communication



Brian Harris | Sociology | 
bharris1@palomar.edu



Dr. Rafiki Jenkins | English | 
jjenkins@palomar.edu



Cheryl Kearse | Curriculum | 
ckearse@palomar.edu

Cheryl Kearse, a native North Carolinian, spent her formative years 
in Greensboro, NC and the Washington, DC Metropolitan area. 
She moved to Oceanside, CA in 2001 and began her career at 
Palomar College. She is an Evangelist Minister at New Birth 
Church of Oceanside, CA where she teaches adult and youth Bible 
Study and Sunday School, serves as the church’s Financial Officer 
and sings in the choir. 

Cheryl is a member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and the North 
County NAACP. She resides in Oceanside, CA with her husband 
James with whom she shares three beautiful daughters. She is a 
writer, voracious reader, trombonist and beloved aunty to her 
nieces and nephews. One of her most notable heroes is her late 
Grandmother Mary, who showed quiet resilience and strength while 
serving as a domestic in the South during the Civil Rights Era. She 
strives to become a lasting tribute to her ancestors as well as the 
many women who served in these important roles.



Mercedes Tiggs | EOPS 
Counseling | 
mtiggs@palomar.edu



Derrick Upson | Facilities | 
dupson@palomar.edu
Growing up in South Central Los Angeles, Derrick quickly 
became a staple in the community in which he lived, coaching 
youth basketball and volunteering at the Salvation Army 
Weingart Youth Center. Not to mention Derrick is an avid L.A. 
Clippers fan and enjoys going to the games. Derrick is 
dedicated to building and inspiring strong leaders today for 
tomorrow’s success. 

“Without a game plan and without a strong sense of faith in 
what you are doing, its going to be really hard to accomplish 
anything” –Ermias Asghedom (Nipsey Hussle). 

Ways I can help: Life Coach, Mentor:{ Sometimes we all need 
a little encouragement}, Emergency Barbering, and provide 
information on all campus resources that may fit your needs. 



Terhea Williams-Patoka | 
Biology | 
twilliams@palomar.edu



UMOJ
A

• Career, academic and personal 
counseling

• Opportunities to attend Umoja sponsored 
events and conferences

• Access to Umoja Community scholarships
• Cultural experiences
• Academic excellence celebrations
• University visits
• Mentoring
• Access to Umoja Village Space
• Increased self-confidence
• Make new friends
• Book loan program
• Calculator Loan Program
• School Supplies



Phi Theta Kappa | 
Antiracism Project

https://vimeo.com/448389946

hsadat@palomar.edu

https://vimeo.com/448389946
mailto:hsadat@palomar.edu


VOTE! 

Register to vote : 
https://registertovote.ca.gov/Register

Confirm your registration: 
https://registertovote.ca.gov/Confirm

Find your polling place: 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/p
olling-place

Find

NOVEMBER 3RD
• Transportation
• Time 

Plan

https://registertovote.ca.gov/
https://registertovote.ca.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/polling-place


QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS

palomar.edu/pages/pbfsa
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