
PALOMAR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Directed by Dr. Ellen Weller

THE ROAD TO JOYkk

The Eternal 
Search for Joy
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December 7, 2025

2:00 p.m.
Howard Brubeck Theatre
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We invite you to sponsor a seat in the Howard Brubeck Theatre. With 
your donation to the Performing Arts Circle of $500 for 3 years, with an 
option to review your plaque for $100 each year after, you will receive your 
choice of an honorary seat, where a plaque with your name or memorial 
will be placed for the duration of that 3-year period. Let our patrons know 
that you are a true Performing Arts Circle supporter by Taking a Seat!

Take 
a Seat!
Take 
a Seat!
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Palomar Symphony 
Orchestra

Dr. Ellen Weller, Director

Featuring Yishma’el ShYahlom
Veterans Service Specialist, Poet and Spoken Word Artist

Flow My Tears .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ellen Weller

(b. 1960)

Palomar Brass Ensemble

Fanfare for the Common Man .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Aaron Copland

(1900-1990)

Arr. Robert Longfield

Adagio for Strings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Samuel Barber

(1910-1981)

INTERMISSION

Symphony No. 4 in E Minor, Op. 98  .  .  .  .  .  Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

I.	 Allegro non troppo

II.	 Andante moderato

III.	 Allegro giocoso

IV.	 Allegro energico e passionato
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*Denotes Palomar faculty, staff, or emeriti

Palomar Symphony Orchestra

Dr. Ellen Weller, Director 
Angelica Merritt, Orchestra Manager 

Christina Fuller, Webmaster

Violin I 
Ondrej Lewit,* Concertmaster

Joel Angeles

Jesus Carreon Rosas

Delta Jordan

Jill Rosenberg

Brennan Ray

Bryson Schink

Virginia Thomas

Violin II
Sarah Wolf, Principal

Chance Burchett

Matthew Borer

Bridget Dolkas

Marina Gustavo

Lisa Hagerman

Angelica Merritt

Miles Reusch

Ruby Reusch

Cody Scalzo

Viola
Shannon Yandall,* Principal 

Edward O’Barr

Christina Fuller*

Emily Nybo Higgs

Nancy Sanchez

Paula Simmons (guest)

Cello
Sharon Taylor,* Principal (on leave)

Tarquin Bomberger

Johanna Ellett

Simon Livingston

Michael Moore

Daniel O’Barr

Gibril Quizon

Contrabass
Laura Payne, Principal

Emiliano Strutton

Flute/Piccolo
Alina Steele,* Principal

Melinda Finn*

Julie Shamon

Akino Tsuchiya

Oboe
Claire Tongpalad, Principal

Cynthia Outlaw

Clarinet
Benjamin Miguel, Principal

David Montoya
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Bassoon
Susan Schoneman,* Principal

Brooke Gonzalez

Jonathan Sarpy

French Horn
Matias Chavez

Gabby Cole (guest)

Timothy Holmes 

Phoenix Pongun

Diego Yanni

Trumpet 
James Clement, Principal

Johann Bautista-Salgado

Chantal Fradet

Trombone
Raymond Lucero, Principal

Adam Dominguez

Bass Trombone
Ted Meyer

Tuba
Tyler Shepard

Timpani/Percussion
John Drelick, Principal

Jocain Howard

John Villarin

Palomar Performing Arts Staff

Department Co-Chairs .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Patriceann Mead, Michael Mufson

House/Box Office Manager .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Heather Murray-Mowery

Instructional Support Specialist (Performing Arts) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Tom Daily

Performing Arts Technical Coordinator .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Erik Montierth

Technical Direction Specialist  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Tony Cucuzzella

Costume Loft Coordinator .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Chelsea Marsh

Costume Loft Assistant .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Becca Switzer

Crew .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Patrick Nazum, Dmitry Andreyev
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Biography

Dr. Ellen Weller joined the Palomar Performing Arts Department in 2005, 

where she teaches classes in music theory, ear-training, music literature, 

and directs the Palomar Symphony Orchestra. She earned her B.A. and 

M.A. in Music Composition from Queens College of the City University of 

New York and completed her Ph.D. studies at UC San Diego. She studied 

conducting with Peter Jaffe, Donald Portnoy, David Chase, Martin Canellakis, 

and Harvey Sollberger, and was an invited Fellow at the 2012 Conductors 

Institute of South Carolina. Over the past 30 years, she has participated in 

numerous local musical theatre productions as pianist and woodwinds and 

was Music Director for the Palomar College productions of Mamma Mia, 

Little Shop of Horrors, and Crazy for You. Her compositions include works for 

solo piano, flute, voice, and chamber ensembles, and have been performed in 

New York, Detroit, San Diego and Los Angeles. Recent compositions include 

an arrangement of O Vos Angeli by Hildegard von Bingen for computer music 

track, choir and soprano saxophone (performed over Zoom), Intervals of 

Peace for viola and orchestra, Pine Apple Rag for piano soloist and orchestra, 

and an arrangement of Bei Mir Bist Du Shein for orchestra and Klezmer 

ensemble. Weller has two CDs on the Circumvention label: Spirits, Little 

Dreams and Improvisations (2004) and Point of Contact (2008).

FREE CONCERT HOUR SERIES
A music enrichment series presented for our students and the

community. Enjoy a wide range of exciting guest artists and musicians.

Visit www.PalomarPerforms.com
for venue and updated information on dates, artists, and parking.

Thursdays
1:00 p.m.

Fall 2025
and

Spring 2026
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Join the Circle. Donate Today!Join the Circle. Donate Today!
Enhance your Palomar Performing 
Arts experience by contributing to the 
Performing Arts Circle. Your generous 
donation helps ensure continuing quality in the 
work created by our inspired faculty, talented 
students, and dynamic community members. 
Contributions can be made online at 
www.palomarperforms.com.

P E R F O R M I N G  A

R T S
 C

I R
C

LE
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Patrons
Robert and Happy Moore
Paul and Linda Kurokawa
Tim and Alesia Pedone
Bob and Ellen Weller

Members
Aaron and Naomi Alter
Lori Asaro
David Baker and Melinda O’Brien
Heather Barclay and Sue Schoneman
Susan Batel
Bruce Baumann
Robert Bellfy
Bruce and Jill Blackwell
Ellen Blakeborough
George and Ann Boggs
Kathy Brombacher
Jillia Brumidis
Harry Bubnack
Clair Burns
Madelyn Byrne
Heather Campbell
Leune and Norm Corwin
Dondi Dahlin
Francoise Dahod
Thomas Daily
Lorrain Demi and Dan Paris
Susan Duey
Sonja DuFriend
Rex and Tweet Edmonds
Adrienne and Robert Feldner
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Melinda Finn and Peter Phillips
Karen Floyd
Yasuko Fosket
Leslie Frank
Debra Freeborn
Maya Ginsberg
Kumar Goloda
Samantha Griest
William and Sharon Griswold
Susan Hall
Azim Hariri
Linda Helms
Cynthia Heuer
Trudy Howell
Gladys Ignaco
Donald and Kathleen King
Robert and Carolyn Hunter
Robert Jasheph
Arnold Kaluza
Connie and George Krell
Jim and Nancy Kull
Steve Laverson
Tony and Jan Lazzrus

Guoya Lui-Simmons
Eillen Luu
Rudy Martinez
Jon and Phylis McCain
Laurel McMenamin
Jack and Norma Miyamoto
Sari Morris
Joanna Murphy
Helene Nickel
Linda Nyquis
Hajime Ohno
Thelma Pallanes
Maria Parks
Patricia Parker
Sandra Pettit
Cynthia Poole
Sanjiv Prabhakaran
Mike and Minna Riber
Dorothy Richardson
Alex and Patricia Rinaldi
Gary Robinson
Thomas Sander
Arlene Schaffner
Bill and Laurie Schwartz
Simcha Silverstein
Steven Silverstein
Richard Simmons
Genevieve Stepanow
Jeanette Sulivan
Robyn and David Tandy
Virginia Thomas
April Varga
Aaron Wildberger
Carolyn Wildberger
Wildberger Family
Cecil Wilson
Jim Yarger

Performing Arts Circle Donors
As of 12/2/2025



Join Our Mailing List

Join our mailing list and receive weekly news about upcoming 
shows and special discount offers!
Ours is a 100% opt-in system; we will not share or sell your information.

Sign up at www.palomarperforms.com today!

Follow Us/or
Like Us on

Social Media
Stay Up to Date

on Everything That
is Happening at
Palomar

Performing Arts.
On Sales for Shows and Special Events,
Audition Updates, and So Much More…

FACEBOOK
PalomarPerformingArts

INSTAGRAM
palomarperformingarts
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PALOMAR COLLEGE 
1140 West Mission Road in San Marcos, CA 92069

Tickets and updated information can be found at
www.PalomarPerforms.com

Palomar College is committed to providing a working and 
learning environment that is free from discrimination and harassment.


