Political Science 101: Introduction to Politics and American Political Institutions

Summer 2021 Online Class 51739
Professor Jared Zacharias

Office: MD (by appointment)

E-Mail: jzacharias@palomar.edu

All Materials Posted on Canvas

Syllabus

Required Text and Readings

· Bardes et al.  American Government & Politics Today 19th edition

· Occasionally films, videos, and additional readings may be assigned throughout the semester.  Information from these sources may appear on exams.

Course Objectives

· Examine the development of American political institutions and ideas

· Understand the U.S. Constitution and the framework for our political system

· Analyze political ideologies and democracy in action

· Evaluate civil liberties and civil rights

· Look at the media, campaigns, elections, political parties, and interest groups

Academic Expectations

You are expected to complete the reading, listen to the lectures, and complete all of the assignments that are due.

Academic misconduct (plagiarism, cheating, etc.) is a serious matter, will be reported to school officials, and will result in an 'F' for the specific assignment and possibly for the entire course.  For questions about what constitutes academic misconduct, consult the college’s General Catalog and/or see me personally.

Students with disabilities or anyone who may need accommodations in this class must notify the instructor and contact Disability Resource Center (DRC) early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible.  Students may contact DRC in person or by phone at 760-744-1150 x2375 or 760-471-8506 (TTY for the hearing impaired).

Success Skills

Prepare daily, allow enough time to study/write, see a tutor, join a study/writing group, take notes, do the work and review regularly, and check test/paper results to see problem areas.

Grading
Grades will be based on the following:

· Exam #1 – 100 pts.
· Exam #2 – 100 pts.
· Exam #3 – 100 pts.
· Paper – 100 pts.

· Discussion Board (4) – 100 pts.
Total possible points: 500 pts.

A = 450-500, B = 400-449, C = 350-399

D = 300-349, F = below 300

Discussion board submissions are due throughout the semester.  See the schedule online for due dates.  Exams are multiple choice.  Late papers will not be accepted and failure to take an examination at the scheduled time will result in an F for the exam.  Make-up tests will be given under extraordinary circumstances only.
Paper (4+ typed pages) - page count does NOT include works cited page(s)
This paper will be graded according to how well it answers the question, clarity of presentation, clear use of English, enough supporting details, and clear thesis.

Paper format:

1. Minimum of 4+ typed pages using 12 pt. font size and a normal font style. - page count does NOT include works cited page(s)
2. Follows traditional MLA English rules for formal essays.  If you do not have an English handbook, it would be a very good idea for you to obtain a new or used one.

3. Clearly cites sources using MLA source citation rules.  No plagiarism allowed.


http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

 
http://rhet.csustan.edu/ic/organize/mla.htm

 
http://www.calstatela.edu/library/guides/3mla.pdf

· Has no cover sheet.

· Has your name, the class, my name, and the date in the top-left corner of the first page.

· Centered title.

· Double spaced and numbered pages.

Paper Assignment

· Topic: Current National Politics
This paper will cover a current (within the last 10 years) political issue that has been addressed by the Congress, President, and/or Federal Courts (legislation/law, action by the President, or court ruling).  Or you may critically analyze the news media, political parties, interest groups, or campaigns and elections. You must present the topic/area of debate, take a position/side, and prove your point.  To do this you need to use at least six (6) varied sources of research (books, magazines, newspapers, journals, internet).

Here is a paper outline example:

Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah. Blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah  blah  blah  blah .  American Airlines offers the best service.


One way American Airlines offers the best service is through their friendly staff. Blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah (Doe 193).


Another way American Airlines offers the best service is by price matching.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah (Jones 123).  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah.


And last, American Airlines provides the best service by having fewer delays.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah (Jones 234).  Blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah.

Blah blah blah blah blah.  Blah blah blah blah blah blah.  American Airlines has given the best service of all major airlines.

Course Outline

*Module 1*
June weeks
*Bardes:  American Government Today*
21 – Course Introduction:  Why political science?

Chapter 1: The Democratic Republic - (Ideologies / Democracy)

Chapter 2: The Constitution


Declaration of Independence (Appendix)


U.S. Constitution and the first 10 amendments (Appendix)

28 – Chapter 2 cont. / Chapter 3: Federalism
EXAM 1 (Chps. 1-3, Declaration of Independence, US Constitution, Bill of Rights)
*Module 2*
July weeks
5 – Chapter 4: Civil Liberties / Chapter 5: Civil Rights
12 – Chapter 6: Public Opinion and Political Socialization / Chapter 7: Interest Groups

EXAM #2 (Chps. 4-7)
*Module 3*
19 – Chapter 8: Political Parties / Chapter 9: Campaigns and Elections / PAPER DUE
26 – Chapter 10: The media / Conclusion

FINAL EXAM  (Chps. 8-10)
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