
New International Student 
Academic Orientation 



What is a Community College? 

2nd year

4th year

1st year

3rd year

Bachelor’s Degree

Community Colleges offer the 
first two years of undergraduate 
courses



General Education Requirements – What is It?

In the United States of America, students 
must complete General Education 
requirements which include Written 
Composition, Math, Science, 
Humanities, to name a few to complete 
academic degrees



EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS AT 
PALOMAR COLLEGE

Certificate (No General Education Courses Required) 

Associates Degree (General Education & Major 
Preparation Courses) 

Transferring to University (General Education & Major 
Preparation Courses) 



CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

Major
Requirements

Hands-on

Prepares students for immediate employment 

No general education courses are required



ASSOCIATES DEGREES

AAGE WORKSHEET



TRANSFER POSSIBILITIES
 23 California State Universities:

CSUSM, SDSU, LA, Fresno, Chico, Sacramento, 
Dominguez Hills, Northridge, Long Beach, 
Monterey Bay, Channel Islands, Fullerton, 
Humboldt, Stanislaus, East Bay, San Jose, 
San Luis  Obispo, Pomona, Sonoma, Maritime,
Bakersfield, Northridge, San Bernardino. 

Use the California General Education Transfer  
Curriculum - Cal GETC 

 9 University of California Universities:
Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, Merced, Riverside, San Diego, Santa 
Cruz, Santa Barbara

Use the California General Education Transfer 
Curriculum - Cal GETC 

 OUT OF STATE or PRIVATE
• and out-of-state universities



TRANSFER PREPARATION
▪University of California
and California State
University require 60
transfer level units to
include:

▪ general education courses
▪ preparation courses in the
major

▪ Electives

• 60 transferable units
equates to Junior status
• It is important to decide on
a major as soon as
possible

GENERAL
EDUCATION

39-45
UNITS

ELECTIVES

MAJOR 
PREP



What are Transfer Level Courses?

Courses numbered 
100 and higher
Ex. Math 110 

Math 60 is not 
transferrable 

▪ Look up in the
College Catalog

▪ MATH 110  College
Algebra (4)

▪ Transfer acceptability: CSU; UC
▪ This means Math 110 is

transferrable to both CSU and UC
(both CSU and UC accepts Math
110)



CSUGE

BACHELOR DEGREE GENERAL EDUCATION



General Education 
requirements for UC, 
CSU, and private 
universities



1. General Education

2. Major

3. Electives

39 – 48 units 0 – 9 units

18 – 24 units 30 – 55 units

(if needed) (if needed)

60 minimum 60 units
total units university
to transfer coursework

Total Units Minimum: 120 units

ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
FOR TRANSFER PATHWAY (AD-T)

Lower Division Upper Division
(Fresh, Soph) (Junior, Senior)

Courses #100 and higher apply to a Bachelor’s Degree.



AD-T PROGRAMS

• 60 units at community college, 60 units at
university

• Additional consideration for admission into
CSUs

• Uniform coursework across various CSUs
• Different CSUs accept specific AD-T degrees

www.adegreewithaguarantee.com
• Certain community colleges have certain AD-T

degrees
• AD-T is only for CSUs only. It does not work for

UCs.



University of California

▪ Available for all UCs, except UC 
Berkeley, UCLA, and UCSD

▪ Some popular majors may be 
excluded from TAG
▪Minimum GPAs

▪UC Davis: 3.2 -3.5 (Major based)

▪UC Irvine: 3.4

▪UC Merced: 2.8 - 3.0 (Major based)

▪UC Riverside: 2.7 - 3.3 (Major based)

▪UC Santa Barbara: 3.4

▪UC Santa Cruz: 3.0

“TAG”
Transfer Admission Guarantee



NEXT STEPS 

1. Meet with a counselor for one semester 
education plan

2. Register for classes

3. Make an appointment with a counselor to 
create a comprehensive education plan 



• Counseling Services

• Transfer Center

• Health Services,

• Mental Health Counseling

• Disability Resource
Center

• Career Center

• Science, Technology, 
Engineering, &  Math (STEM)
• Stem Center, Embedded 

Tutoring,  Supplemental
Instruction

• First Year Experience (FYE)
• TLC, Skill Workshops, Summer

Bridge

STUDENT SUPPORT



Email the International Student 
Office at 

internationalstudents@palomar.edu
for a counseling appointment

See an International Student Counselor at least once
per semester.

Your success is our success




