
The Four Pillars of Guided Pathways 
 
CLARIFY THE PATHS 
Map all programs to transfer and career and include these features: 
• Detailed information on target career and transfer outcomes 
• Course sequences, critical courses, embedded credentials, and progress milestones 
• Math and other core coursework aligned to each program of study 
 
HELP STUDENTS GET ON A PATH 
Require these supports to make sure students get the best start: 
• Use of multiple measures to assess students’ needs 
• First-year experiences to help students explore the field and choose a major 
• Full program plans based on required career/transfer exploration 
• Contextualized, integrated academic support to help students pass program gateway courses 
• K–12 partnerships focused on career/college program exploration 
 
HELP STUDENTS STAY ON THEIR PATH 
Keep students on track with these supports: 
• Ongoing, intrusive advising 
• Systems for students to easily track their progress 
• Systems/procedures to identify students at risk and provide needed supports 
• A structure to redirect students who are not progressing in a program to a more viable path 
 
ENSURE STUDENTS ARE LEARNING 
Use these practices to assess and enrich student learning: 
• Program-specific learning outcomes 
• Project-based, collaborative learning 
• Applied learning experiences 
• Inescapable student engagement 
• Faculty-led improvement of teaching practices 
• Systems/procedures for the college and students to track mastery of learning outcomes that lead to credentials,   
transfer, and/or employment 


