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Guided Pathways at Community Colleges: 
From Theory to Practice 
This article describes the proposed guided 

pathways model that involves redesigning 

each part of the student experience, from the 

stage where students choose programs and 

start remedial or college-level work to the 

time of graduation, when they move on to 

further education or careers, and reviews 

current reform efforts taking place at over 

250 colleges across the United States 

  

Next Frontier Guided Pathways Research: 
Studying the Effects of Pathways Reforms 
CCRC is partnering with the Tennessee Board 

of Regents and the Washington State Board 

for Community and Technical Colleges to 

produce a series of practitioner-oriented 

research reports and briefs as well as a field 

guide with associated tools to help 

practitioners implementing pathways 

measure the effectiveness and costs of their 

reforms. 

  

Building Blocks: Laying the Groundwork for 
Guided Pathways Reform in Ohio 
This report describes how Ohio’s two-year 

colleges are approaching guided pathways 

reforms, focusing on innovations they have 

implemented in recent years that can serve 

as building blocks as they seek to transform 

their policies, practices, and culture following 

the guided pathways model. 

  

Guided Pathways Scale of Adoption 
Assessment Workshop #2 
This workshop discussed how to use CCRC's 

Guided Pathways Scale of Adoption Self-

Assessment tool, with a focus on how to 

conduct follow-up interviews with college 

staff. 
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What Do Students Think of Guided 
Pathways? 
Using interview data from first-year students 

at City Colleges of Chicago (CCC), this brief 

describes students’ reactions to important 

components of CCC’s recent guided 

pathways reform efforts. 

  

CCRC Research on Guided Pathways: What 
We’re Learning 
In this session at the AACC Annual 

Convention, CCRC researchers discussed 

findings from research being conducted on 

guided pathways reforms implemented 

around the country. 

  

ASAP & Guided Pathways: The Latest in 
Research and Institutional Alignment 
This session will bring together CUNY, the 

creators of ASAP, and research organizations 

MDRC and CCRC to discuss the Accelerated 

Study in Associate Programs (ASAP) and 

Guided Pathways (GP) approaches to 

improving student outcomes. 

  

Implementing Guided Pathways: Early 
Insights From the AACC Pathways Colleges 
This report provides insight into how colleges 

are planning and implementing “guided 

pathways” reforms based on the early work 

of 30 colleges participating in the American 

Association of Community Colleges’ (AACC) 

Pathways Project. 

  

Transforming Advising Within a Guided 
Pathways Context 
This presentation at the 2016 Michigan 

Community College Association Student 

Success Summit looked at the role of 

advising in guided pathways reforms. 

  

Matching Talents to Careers: From Self-
Directed to Guided Pathways 
This chapter in the book Matching Students to 

Opportunity examines the matching process 

between students and college programs or 

majors, primarily in community colleges. 
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Scaling Guided Pathways Reforms in Ohio 
CCRC is working with the Ohio Association of 

Community Colleges (OACC), the Ohio 

Department of Higher Education (ODHE), and 

the state’s 23 community and technical 

colleges to create guided pathways for 

students to postsecondary credentials and 

careers. 

  

Guided Pathways to Careers: Four 
Dimensions of Structure in Community 
College Career-Technical Programs 
This study documents the specific ways that 

community college career-technical 

programs are structured to support student 

success, and it provides a framework for 

examining structure to inform practice and 

guide future research efforts. 

  

Implementing Guided Pathways and 
Technology-Mediated Advising: Lessons 
From the Field 
Melinda Karp and Davis Jenkins led this 

EDUCAUSE webinar on how colleges and 

universities are redesigning academic 

programs and support services to create 

more clearly structured and educationally 

coherent program pathways. 

  

Guided Pathways for Diverse Students 
Thomas Bailey gave a presentation on 

student pathways and his book Redesigning 

America’s Community Colleges at the opening 

session of the 2016 Community College 

Futures Assembly. 

  

Reverse Transfer and Guided Pathways 
Thomas Bailey gave the keynote address at 

the 2016 Annual National Policy Summit on 

Reverse Transfer. 

  

What We Know About Guided Pathways 
This practitioner packet summarizes 

evidence supporting the guided pathways 

reform model, describes how one college 

implemented guided pathways, and offers 

tips for getting started on guided pathways 

  

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/research-project/scaling-guided-pathways-reforms-in-ohio.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/research-project/scaling-guided-pathways-reforms-in-ohio.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/guided-pathways-to-careers.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/guided-pathways-to-careers.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/guided-pathways-to-careers.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/guided-pathways-to-careers.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/implementing-guided-pathways-advising-lessons.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/implementing-guided-pathways-advising-lessons.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/implementing-guided-pathways-advising-lessons.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/implementing-guided-pathways-advising-lessons.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/guided-pathways-diverse-students.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/guided-pathways-diverse-students.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/reverse-transfer-guided-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/reverse-transfer-guided-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/what-we-know-about-guided-pathways-packet.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/what-we-know-about-guided-pathways-packet.html


reforms. 

A Clearer Path to Student Success: Building 
Guided Pathways at ATD Colleges 
This DREAM presentation features lessons 

from two Achieving the Dream colleges for 

creating guided pathways. 

  

Arkansas Guided Pathways to Success 
CCRC was part of a national technical 

assistance team that worked with two-year 

colleges in Arkansas to improve student 

outcomes by creating more highly structured 

and educationally coherent pathways to 

student end goals. 

  

Start with the End in Mind: Guided Pathways 
to Student Success 
This Lumina Foundation Strategy Labs 

webinar examined guided pathways 

programs in use around the country. 

  

Start With the End in Mind: Building Guided 
Pathways to Student Success 
This presentation at Ivy Tech's 2014 Program 

Chair Summit examined research findings 

and current program models on program 

pathways. 

  

Ongoing Research and Future Directions for 
Guided Pathways for Student Success 
This DREAM presentation described current 

and future research on guided pathways for 

student success. 

  

Get With the Program ... and Finish It: 
Building Guided Pathways to Accelerate 
Student Completion 
This publication describes efforts by a 

growing number of colleges and universities 

to create “guided pathways” designed to 

increase the rate at which students enter and 

complete a program of study. 

  

Student Voices: Perspectives on Guided 
Pathway Reforms 
This presentation at the League for 

Innovation in the Community College Annual 

Conference discussed students’ perspectives 
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on various components of guided pathways 

reforms, including degree maps, academic 

planning, and advising. 

Implementing Guided Pathway Reforms: 
Lessons Learned From National Fieldwork 
In this session at the League for Innovation in 

the Community College Annual Conference, 

presenters shared findings from initial visits 

to six colleges participating in the AACC 

Pathways Project, a national effort to build 

capacity for community colleges to design 

and implement structured academic and 

career pathways. 

  

Assessing, Supporting, and Scaling 
Pathways 
This workshop described how Student 

Success Centers can use CCRC's Guided 

Pathways Scale of Adoption Self-Assessment 

tool to facilitate understanding of the guided 

pathways model in their states. 

  

Super Spotlight Session | Pathways in 
Progress: Results and Reflections 
This special session at the AACC Annual 

Convention featured notably positive data on 

results and emerging lessons about the 

challenges of implementing pathways at 

scale for all students, from college entry to 

college completion. 

  

Plenary Session: Are Colleges Guiding 
Students to Choose Valuable Programs and 
Pathways? 
This plenary session at CAPSEE's 2017 

conference considered whether the choices 

students make in college are likely to ensure 

their future labor market success. 

  

The Transfer Playbook: Strategies for 
Strengthening Pathways to Bachelor's 
Degrees and Beyond 
This session at the Moving the Needle 

conference provided guidance on how to 

build stronger pathways to bachelor's 

degrees in fields of regional economic 

importance. 

  

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/implementing-guided-pathway-reforms-lessons-learned-national-fieldwork.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/implementing-guided-pathway-reforms-lessons-learned-national-fieldwork.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/assessing-supporting-scaling-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/assessing-supporting-scaling-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/super-spotlight-session-pathways-in-progress.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/super-spotlight-session-pathways-in-progress.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/colleges-guiding-students-valuable-programs-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/colleges-guiding-students-valuable-programs-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/colleges-guiding-students-valuable-programs-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/colleges-guiding-students-valuable-programs-pathways.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/transfer-playbook-strengthening-pathways-bachelors-beyond.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/transfer-playbook-strengthening-pathways-bachelors-beyond.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/transfer-playbook-strengthening-pathways-bachelors-beyond.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/presentation/transfer-playbook-strengthening-pathways-bachelors-beyond.html


Implementing Pathways at Scale 
This special session at the 2016 AACC 

conference featured key lessons from 

national partners and college presidents 

participating in AACC's Pathways Project. 

  

Knowledge Development for the AACC 
Pathways Initiative 
Over the course of this three-year project, 

CCRC will seek to build knowledge and tools 

that will help practitioners implement 

effective guided pathways reforms. 

  

Computer Science Pathways and Community 
Colleges: Charting the Landscape to Build 
Capacity 
CCRC explored the pathways of community 

college students who eventually transfer and 

earn bachelor’s degrees in computer science 

fields, including their enrollment patterns, 

transfer behaviors, and time to completion. 

  

Guiding Pathways to Higher Ed Completion 
This SXSWedu interactive session explored 

guided pathways and how to further student 

success. 

  

City Colleges of Chicago Pathways Analytics 
Project 
With this reseach project, CCRC will analyze 

student progression into and through 

program pathways and measure the labor 

market returns to particular programs at the 

City Colleges of Chicago. 

  

Strengthening Transfer Pathways: Tips and 
Tools for Engaging Faculty 
This DREAM workshopÂ featured tools and 

tips for involving faculty centrally in the 

process of strengthening transfer pathways. 

  

A Toolkit for Mapping...and Strengthening 
Student Pathways to Success 
This DREAM session introduced participants 

to an online toolkit that will help colleges 

chart students' pathways from initial 

connection to completion and beyond. 

  

Labor Market Returns to Community College   
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Student Pathways 
This session at the Association for Public 

Policy Analysis & Management (APPAM) 

Conference presented preliminary CAPSEE 

findings. 

Navigating the Maze: Charting Pathways to 
Completion for Community College Students 
This symposium discusses findings from 

three studies that examine how to help 

colleges strengthen pathways to completion 

for their students. 
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