
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FACULTY SENATE

December 18, 2025 

PRESENT: Ben Adams, Mary Ellen Brooks, William Dalrymple, Heather Elliott Pham, Wendy Gideon, 
Jason Jarvinen, Scott Klinger, Lawrence Lawson, Melissa Martinez, Vicki Mellos, Michael 
Mufson, Beth Pearson, Karl Seiler, Russell Sheaffer, Nina Shmorhun, Nicole Siminski, 
Anastasia Zavodny 

ABSENT:

GUESTS: Gheni Alba, Matt Grills, Sherehe Hollins, Alyssa Vafaei 

All votes are presumed unanimous unless indicated otherwise. 

CALL TO ORDER  The meeting was called to order by Faculty Senate President, Elizabeth Pearson, in LRC-
116 at 3:04 p.m. The meeting was also streamed live on ZOOM.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Senator Mufson announced an upcoming EEDCC "Listening to Students" event for Flex Week. The event is 
designed to be student-centered, recruiting students to share their experiences and stories. Faculty and 
staff are invited to submit questions that would provide insightful feedback from the student perspective. 

Senator Dalrymple announced that the part-time faculty work group distribution of their planned survey 
will be postponed until next semester to avoid rushing during the holiday period. 

Senator Siminski reported on recent Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) negotiations, noting that a 
tentative agreement was signed to increase the number of part-time seats on the Faculty Senate by two, 
pending further Senate discussion. She clarified that while the Senate is the only committee with part-time 
seats limited by the CBA, the representation on other committees is left to the discretion of the college's 
governance structure rather than being restricted by the CBA or funding issues. 

APPROVED



 

 

AGENDA CHANGES  

President Pearson announced that Action Item C (Professional Development Resolution on AI) would be 
tabled until the first meeting in January. She noted that concerns had been expressed via email and there 
was insufficient time for a full debate.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 
MSC:  Mufson/No Motion   Faculty Senate to approve the minutes for 

December 15, 2025 

The motion was tabled. 

ACTION  

 

A. Curriculum Committee – (Exhibit 1), Mellos 

 
MSC: Mufson/Brooks Faculty Senate to approve the curriculum items 

presented during the December 17, 2025 
Curriculum Meeting   

The motion carried.  

 

B. Emeritus Status – (Exhibits 2), Pearson 

 
MSC: Shmorhun/Seiler Faculty Senate to approve Emeritus Status for 

Karen Mifflin, Rosa Elvia-Riebel, Tamara 
Weintraub.  

The motion carried.  

 

C. Professional Development Resolution on AI – (Exhibit 3), Guerrero 

 
Tabled. 

 

D. PFF Resolution on AI/Nectir – (Exhibit 4), Lawson, Siminski 

 
MSC: Lawson/Mufson Faculty Senate to co-sign the PFF resolution on 



AI/Nectir. 

The motion carried. 

President Pearson and Senator Lawson introduced the item, noting that the resolution had 

undergone numerous changes following previous Senate discussions. She expressed her 

understanding that the body was now prepared to move toward a formal endorsement. It was 

clarified that PFF had officially approved the resolution on November 13, 2025. By signing on to 

the document, the resolution would be distributed as a co-endorsed and co-signed statement 

representing both the PFF and the Faculty Senate. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:23 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted

Michael A. Mufson, Secretary


