
Minutes of the  

MEETING OF THE FACULTY SENATE 

October 13, 2025  

PRESENT: Ben Adams, Mary Ellen Brooks, William Dalrymple, Alexandra Doyle Bauer, Heather Elliott 
Pham, Kelly Falcone, Wendy Gideon, Adriana Guillen, Jason Jarvinen, Scott Klinger, 
Lawrence Lawson (Zoom), Melissa Martinez, Vicki Mellos, Michael Mufson, Patrick 
O’Brien, Beth Pearson, Tanessa Sanchez, Karl Seiler, Russell Sheaffer, Nina Shmorhun, 
Nicole Siminski, Timothy Swan II (ASG), Ashley Wolters, Anastasia Zavodny 

ABSENT:  Marina Parenti 

GUESTS: Benjamin Mudgett, David Motlagh, Elena Villa Fernández de Castro 

All votes are presumed unanimous unless indicated otherwise. 

CALL TO ORDER  The meeting was called to order by Faculty Senate President, Elizabeth Pearson, in LRC-
116 at 2:31 p.m. The meeting was also streamed live on ZOOM.  

Before the start of business, President Pearson opened the floor for introductions so that the new 
Associated Student Government (ASG) representative, Timothy Swan II, could be introduced to the Senate 
membership and whom they represent. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

President Pearson asked senators to keep comments concise due to the full agenda. 

Senator Sanchez announced a Quality Quest Workshop scheduled for this Friday (October 17th) 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. to help faculty build high-quality and accessible courses; details are 
in the PD portal. 

Senator Lawson announced that the Palomar Faculty Federation (PFF) is asking faculty to attend 
the Governing Board meeting tomorrow night, October 14th to give public comment about the 
board’s decision to attempt to delete Board Policy (BP) 3000, the Anti-Racism Policy. He 
requested five faculty members to speak and asked attendees to wear green. 

Senator Mellos reminded faculty who launched curricular proposals to keep track of them and 
check email for any necessary revisions. 

APPROVED
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Senator Mufson announced Performing Arts events: an Ellington evening (Jazz and Dance) on the 
15th, Landscapes and Soundscapes (Concert Band) on the 17th, and Joyful Collaborations 
(Orchestra) on the 18th and 19th. 

Senator Zavodny announced Political Economy Days on Tuesday, the 21st, and Wednesday, the 
22nd, featuring a full schedule of presenters both in person and streaming on Zoom. 

Senator Sheaffer announced the Queer Film Series event screening "T Blockers" this Thursday, 
October 16th at 5:30 p.m. in MD157. 

President Pearson reiterated the Board's plan to eliminate BP 3000, noting that faculty voice is 
important in expressing concerns about this move. 

President Pearson shared updates from recent conferences: 

At the C3 Converge (Community College Climate Summit), faculty Joseph Lucido and Jessica 
Newman presented on the Building Performance and Environmental Design bachelor’s degree, 
and grounds lead Tony Rangel and Dennis Astl presented on the Arboretum. 

At the Collective Equity Impact Institute, a major theme was the Chancellor’s Office incorporation 
of AI and the resulting environmental impact of AI use. This is an issue that should be 
incorporated into courses alongside academic integrity concerns. 

The state Chancellor’s Office is discussing giving four units of credit for prior learning to all 
veterans. 

President Pearson expressed hope that the College will champion efforts for more climate literacy 
in degrees. 

 

AGENDA CHANGES  

None.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 
MSC: Mufson/Falcone   Faculty Senate to approve the minutes for 

October 6, 2025. 

The motion carried. 

Abstentions: 2 - Senator Zavodny and Timothy Swan II (ASG) 

ACTION  
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A. Committee on Committees – (Exhibit 1), Zavodny  

MSC: Zavodny/Shmorhun   Faculty Senate to approve the results of the 
ballot for the regular committee placements.  

 
Technology Master Plan Committee: Kelly Falcone, Instructional Design (24-26) 

 
 

 
B. Call for 20% Reassigned Time Proctoring Position – (Exhibit 2), Pearson  

 
MSC: Shmorhun/Zavodny  Faculty Senate to approve the ballot for the 20% 

reassigned time position for Special Projects 
Coordinator pending confirmation from the VPI.  

Abstentions: 1 – Timothy Swan II (ASG) 
 

2025-2026 Special Projects Coordinator for Proctoring: Elena V. Chirkova-Sikora 
 

 

INFORMATION  
 

A. ASG Introduction and Report, Timothy Swan, ASG Representative  
 

Last Wednesday, ASG hosted a table with information for Dreamer students to raise awareness and 
ASG as a whole.  

 
ASG held a highly informative human trafficking comment hour. 

 
Last Thursday, ASG hosted a table with the League of Women Voters for Proposition 50, which is the 
"Democratic response to the Texas Republicans redrawing the voting districts". 
 
ASG will attend the California Community College Student Affairs Association Student Leadership 
Conference this Friday. 
 
ASG will join the Trunk or Treat event with Campus Police on the 29th and judge the costume 
contest. 
 
ASG Common Hour, called the Harmony Hour, will collaborate with Basic Needs and Health Services 
(likely also on the 29th). 
 
Swan shared feedback from a student who attested that the staff and faculty are creating a 
magnificent experience at the institution. 

 
 
 

B. Burden-Free Access to Course Materials – (Exhibits 3.1 & 3.2), Falcone 
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Senator Falcone presented this item, advising senators to read the two Chancellor’s Office memos 
detailing the background and intent of the legislation. The Title V regulation requires burden-free 
access to course materials from day one. This is critical as students receiving financial aid often face a 
two-week delay in obtaining necessary materials. Governing boards must develop policies, and Dean 
Ferrero will lead these discussions. This item will return next week for discussion. 

 
 

C. ASCCC Area D Meeting Follow-Up – (Exhibit 4), Pearson 
 

President Pearson summarized resolutions reviewed at the ASCCC Area D meeting. Key resolutions 
included implementing partial certification for students in the CalGETC transfer pattern and endorsing 
GE competencies for associate degrees. A significant point was a resolution supporting burden-free 
access to instructional materials but cautioning against adopting single-pay platforms that still require 
students to pay for materials. There was also strong pushback against the Chancellor’s Office for 
acquiring new AI tools without faculty consultation. Local resolutions were also brought forward 
addressing support for faculty facing social media threats and urging the Chancellor’s Office to 
conduct an impact analysis and timeline of initiatives to mitigate "initiative fatigue”. 
 

 
D. GE Committee Progress Report – (Exhibit 5), Mellos, Mudgett 

 
Co-chairs Mellos and Mudgett presented a progress report on revising District Requirements and 
General Education due to CalGETC and Title V changes.  
 
The GE changes involved removing Lifelong Learning & Self-Development (LLSD), prompting the 
Senate to pass a resolution in March 2023 advocating to preserve LLSD. In May 2024, the Senate 
voted to keep current District Requirements but continue conversation.  
 
The GE Subcommittee recommended removing current District Requirements and instead creating a 
new GE Area (Area 7). In Area 7, students would choose approximately 3 units from thematic groups 
(e.g., American History, Health/Fitness, or Self-Development), increasing total GE units from 22 to 
approximately 25.  
 
The Curriculum Committee tasked the subcommittee to revisit this draft proposal by considering the 
District’s mission, vision, values, and employer needs.  
 
The co-chairs confirmed that LLSD representative Lacey Kraft currently holds a seat on the GE 
subcommittee, despite the Senate having voted last week to eliminate the position based on the 
incorrect impression that it was vacant.  
 
It was suggested that the governance structure change regarding the LLSD position could be brought 
back next week for reconsideration. The Senate agreed that updates on the GE progress should 
become a standing agenda item on the fourth Monday of each month. 

 
 

E. DE Resolution Adoption of Simple Syllabus. (Exhibits 6.1 & 6.2), Sanchez 
 
Distance Education Coordinator Tanessa Sanchez presented a resolution for the adoption of Simple 
Syllabus as the institutional syllabus platform. Discussions regarding the syllabus tool have occurred 
since 2017. Simple Syllabus has been well-received by faculty, directors, chairs, and ASG for making 
syllabi accessible and supporting faculty guidelines. This was an information item, and senators were 
urged to review the documents prior to bringing it back for discussion next week. 
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F. Update on Senate Budget- (Exhibit 7), Pearson

President Pearson provided an overview of the Faculty Senate budget to ensure a historical record is
kept in the minutes. Primary expenses include sending senators to the ASCCC statewide conference
(travel) and funding awards/plaques.

President Pearson requested an increase in the travel budget, as the current allotment is insufficient
to send two senators to both the fall and spring plenaries as many colleges send 5-6 people.

DISCUSSION: 

A. Review Senate Resolution for Classified Hiring – (Exhibits 8.1 & 8.2), Pearson

President Pearson briefly introduced the resolution drafted last year in response to faculty performing
the work of vacant classified positions. The resolution previously asked the administration about the
mechanism for faculty voice in classified hiring and the plan to fill positions. The administration had
stated that monies from vacant positions were used to pay short-term hourly workers, but the district
is currently shifting away from short-term hourly positions to fund full-time positions.

This item was tabled for discussion until next week to allow senators time to review the original
resolution and background information.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 3:49 pm.

Respectfully Submitted

Michael A. Mufson, Secretary
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