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1. Certificate of Competency 
Pursuant to title 5, section 55151 colleges may offer a sequence of noncredit courses that 
culminate in a Certificate of Competency or a certificate in a recognized career field articulated 
with degree-applicable coursework, completion of an associate degree, or transfer to a 
baccalaureate institution. For students completing noncredit courses in a prescribed pathway, 
approved by the Chancellor’s Office, that prepares students to take credit coursework 
including basic skills and ESL, a Certificate of Competency may be awarded.  A noncredit 
Certificate of Competency means a document confirming that a student enrolled in a 
noncredit educational program of noncredit courses has demonstrated achievement in a set of 
competencies that prepares students to progress in a career path or to undertake degree-
applicable or nondegree-applicable credit courses. The Certificate of Competency must 
include the name of the certificate and the date awarded, be identified by a TOP Code 
number and program discipline, and list the relevant competencies achieved by the student. 

 
2. Certificate of Completion 

Pursuant to title 5, section 55151 colleges may offer a sequence of noncredit courses that 
culminate in a Certificate of Completion or a certificate leading to improved employability or 
job opportunities. For students completing noncredit courses in a prescribed pathway, 
approved by the Chancellor’s Office, leading to improved employability or job opportunities, a 
Certificate of Completion may be awarded. A noncredit Certificate of Completion means a 
document confirming that a student has completed a noncredit educational program of 
noncredit courses that prepares students to progress in a career path or to take degree-
applicable credit courses. The Certificate of Completion must include the name of the 
certificate and the date awarded, be identified by a TOP Code number and program discipline, 
identify the goal of the program, and list the courses completed by the student. 

 
D.  Adult High School Diploma 
Pursuant to title 5, section 55154 colleges may offer a sequence of noncredit courses that culminate in 
an Adult High School Diploma (AHSD). An AHSD is composed of a sequence of noncredit courses 
leading to a high school diploma that is awarded by the community college district or jointly by the 
district and a high school in accordance with title 5, section 55154. The course content standards 
should meet or exceed the standards for high school curriculum established by the California State 
Board of Education. A high school diploma is granted when the student has completed the equivalent 
of at least 160 high school credits, including the specified minimum number of credits in the five 
general subject areas of English, mathematics, natural sciences, social and behavioral science, and  




