
I am extremely grateful for Palomar College’s zero textbook 
cost initiative. As a commuter student I do not have 
extensive financial resources and the college’s dedication to 
providing cost-free education is insurmountable in 
removing barriers many students face. This semester I 
explored the French program’s zero-cost textbook. This was 
a huge benefit this semester because the authors of this 
learning material were professors from the college itself. In 
addition to saving money as I progress through my college 
career, I feel like I can explore the course subject further 
one-on-one with my instructor. Rachel Alazar.
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Check out what our students have to say

Low-cost Textbooks (L.T.C.) To 
be designated as a low cost 
course, the total price for all 
required textbooks must be $40 
or less. This must be the price 
available to students through 
the campus bookstore. It is 
important that this pricing is for 
the textbooks from the 
bookstore, as student receiving 
financial aid are often only 
eligible to use that aid through 
our campus bookstore.
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Zero Textbook Cost (Z.T.C.) To be 
a Z.T.C. labeled course, there 
must be no associated textbook 
costs. In other words, students 
must be able to access any 
required textbook material 
completely free of charge.
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Since the introduction of Palomar College’s 
CALM program, students have saved an 
estimated $10,630,860 in total textbook costs. 
Students saved an estimated $799,740 this 
semester alone!

Calmed courses. Summer 2022: 
66 Z.T.C. section, 17 L.T.C. 
sections, 2,274 students enrolled 
in a Z.T.C. or L.T.C. course! Fall 
2022: 307 Z.T.C. sections, 55 
L.T.C. sections, 8,513 students 
enrolled in a Z.T.C. or L.T.C. 
course!

Congratulations to all of our 2022 grant participants! Michael Lundell, Diana 
Ortiz, Elaine Wilson, Edwina Williams, William Carrasco, Shahrzad Zahedi, 
Stephen Crook, Catherine Jain, Scott Nelson, Provvidenza Scaduto, Sonia 
Brighenti, Carlos Castellanos, Martha Velasco, Beatrice Manneh, Adriana 
Guillen, Mike Dudley, Marina Parenti

Fall 2022 Newsletter

CALM logo Comets Affordable 
Learning Materials



CALM logo Comets Affordable Learning Materials

Bill Carrasco for more information.

Please contact Anastasia Zavodny or

Learn more about O.E.R. and 
CALM at Palomar using our 
CALM Canvas Course!

Check out the CALM 
Canvas course

Save the date. Join us at the 
Spring 2023 Plenary for 
professional development 
sessions to explore Calmed 
courses and O.E.R. options.
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O.E.R. Commons

Palomar O.E.R. 
Library Guide

CALM Repository

Keep your eye 
out for messages 
from Elaine on 
important O.E.R. 
updates!
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Introducing our new 
O.E.R. Liaison Elaine 
Wilson

O.E.R. are too hard to find. We know finding O.E.R. materials may 
seem daunting, but there are many repositories available to help you 
find quality O.E.R. content in your area. Check out O.E.R. Commons, 
the Open Textbook Library, and Palomar's O.E.R. Library Guide. Plus, 
you can review O.E.R. Material created by the Palomar community in 

our very own CALM repository.

O.E.R. Mythbusters
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