
Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) courses

This means the course either:
➔ Does not have a textbook
➔ Has a textbook, which is available for FREE!

ZTC courses may have a printed option available in the bookstore and may 
still have a material fee.  Some ZTC courses may also have a publisher 
textbook you can purchase as another choice, but ZTC courses are 
required to provide at least one free option.  Students must be able to be 
successful in the class if choosing the ZTC option.

Low Textbook Cost (LTC) Courses

This means the total cost for textbooks for this course is 
under $40. 

LTC may include the choice of a textbook under $40 or a more expensive 
option.  Students must be able to be successful in the class if choosing the 
LTC option.  NOTE: your course may still have a materials fee, even if it is 
a Low Textbook Cost course.



CALM = Comets Affordable Learning Materials

OER = Open Educational Resources ZTC = Zero Textbook Costs 

Senate Bill 1359 (Block, 2016) requires 
California Community Colleges and 
California State Universities and 
requests the University of California 
system to include a symbol/logo in the 
online campus course schedule by 
January 1, 2018

The term ‘Open Educational 
Resources’ (OER) describes any 
educational resources (including 
curriculum maps, course materials, 
textbooks, videos, multimedia 
applications, podcasts, or any other 
materials designed for teaching and 
learning) which have been made 
available for use under open licenses 
– which means that anyone can use, 
adapt and redistribute them. Those 
materials may be available online, in 
print, on DVD or any other medium.
--from Open Educational Resources 
Policy in Europe 

Z-Degrees are degrees or certificates 
that can be completed without any 
textbook costs for students.These might 
use OER, library materials, or other 
no-fee solutions.
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