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IGETC History

• Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum
• Established in 1991
• Provides option for CCC students to fulfill lower-division 

breadth requirements before transferring to CSU or UC
• Endorsed by all three Academic Senates
• IGETC  is authorized by by CSU EO 595
• IGETC GE Transfer Curriculum is comprised of courses taught 

at CCC that satisfy specific areas of GE



IGETC GE
• Six Areas of General Education all with a grade of “C” or higher
• Pass/No Pass may be used as long as it is equivalent to a “C” or 

higher

• Area 1: English Language Communication and Critical Thinking 
(3 semester units or 4 quarter units each)

• Area 2: Quantitative Reasoning (3 semester/4 quarter units)
• Area 3: Arts and Humanities (9 semester/12 quarter units)
• Area 4: Social Sciences (9 semester/12 quarter units)
• Area 5: Natural Sciences (7 semester units/9 quarter units)
• Area 6: Language Other Than English (LOTE)



IGETC for STEM

• Only approved for the AST in Biology
• Area 1, 2, and 5 of the traditional IGETC
• Area 3: Students complete 3 units from 3A Arts, 3 

units from Area 3B Humanities
• Area 4: Students complete 6 units from 2 

different disciplines
• Complete the following after transfer: one course 

from Area 3, one course from Area 4, one course 
in Area 6 for UC bound students who have not 
satisfied it through proficiency



Using IGETC

• IGETC is not an admission requirement
• All UC and CSU campuses will accept the completed IGETC to 

satisfy all lower division general education requirements*
• *However individual colleges or majors within a CSU or UC 

campus may not accept IGETC for general education
• Subject to change each year

UC statement on IGETC

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/glossary/igetc.html


Who can use IGETC?

• California Community College students
• Student does not need to be currently enrolled
• No minimum unit requirement
• Students who enroll at a UC or CSU, then leave and attend a 

community college, and return to a different UC or CSU 
campus may use IGETC



Who cannot use IGETC?

• UC readmits
• Readmits: students who initally enroll at a UC campus, leave 

and attend a community college, and subsequently return to 
the same campus



Partial IGETC

• Partial certification = 2 courses remaining or less.
• Q: Student needs 3 units area D and LOTE.  Partial?
• A: Yes.  LOTE is a proficiency and may be considered one course.



IGETC course database

• Assist
• Courses approved for Fall 91 may be taken prior to Fall 91
• Courses approved for Fall 92 or later may NOT be taken prior 

to Fall 92

http://www.assist.org/


CCC Courses appropriate for IGETC
• CCC courses: coursework may be used according to the approved 

IGETC designation during the time of completion. No double 
counting with the exception of LOTE proficiency.

*Fall 1991 rule.



Non-CCC Courses appropriate for IGETC

A. Appropriate non-CCC GE courses in the humanities, 
mathematics, social sciences, and natural sciences 
completed at a regionally accredited institution

B. Careful review of course outlines for content, prerequisites, 
texts, units, and IGETC Area Standards

C. Extra scrutiny in reviewing area 1B Critical Thinking and 
Composition

*few non-CCC second semester English Composition 
courses offer the rigor of critical thinking



Non-CCC Courses appropriate for IGETC
Lower Division Courses

• Coursework determined to be comparable to Palomar 
approved IGETC coursework

• If the certifying CCC does not have a comparable course, but 
another CCC does have a comparable IGETC approved course, 
the course may be used on IGETC after comparing content, 
prerequisites, texts, units, and conformity

• Non-CCC course may be applied prior to CCC effective date if 
the course meets bullet #2

• Foreign coursework with regional accreditation
• CCC and Non-CCC online, distance education and telecourses

may be used following the same scrutiny already discussed 
with the exception of speech



Credit by External Exam
• Advanced Placement 3, 4, 5
• Student cannot receive credit for both AP and comparable college 

course
• Refer to the AP Chart for details
• CLEP is not accepted for IGETC
• Very Important:  Actual AP transfer credit awarded is determined by 

the CSU and UC.  The UC Policy can be found at UC External Exams

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/exam-credit/index.html


Courses not appropriate for IGETC

• Courses focused on personal, practical, or applied aspects 
such as drawing, college success, health education

• Introduction courses to professional programs such as Theatre 
and Set Design, Introduction to Business

• Independent Study
• Foreign coursework not completed at a US regionally 

accredited institution with the exception of LOTE
• Area 1C online oral communication



Summary of Non-Applicable courses 
• *This list is an example and not limited to the following:
• Courses non transferable to the CSU and UC
• Pre-baccalaureate courses
• Variable Topics
• Directed Study
• Independent Study
• Foreign coursework
• Personal, practical, skills courses
• Performance courses
• Creative writing
• Logic
• Computer science
• Courses with fewer than 3 semester/4quarter units



Unit Value

• Minimum 3 semester/4 quarter units
• Laboratory courses intended to accompany lecture courses 

are an exception
• Three 1 unit courses will not together provide the depth or 

rigor of a single 3 unit course
• Exception: English and Math
• When combining quarter and semester within IGETC areas, 

always convert to semester or quarter to best serve the 
student



Unit Value Exeption
English/Math

Exception Rule
• 3 quarter unit Math and 

English courses that satisfy 
IGETC 1A or 2 may be applied if 
they are part of a sequence, 
and at least two of the 3 
quarter unit sequence courses 
have a “C” or better

• Course sequence must satisfy 
the rigor of IGETC

Example
• Q. Student takes ENGLISH 101, 

102, 103 (3 quarter units 
each)?

• A. Any Combination of 101, 
102, 103 for a total of 6 quarter 
units

• Q. Student takes MATH 121, 
Calculus A (3 quarter) and 
Math 122 Calculus B ( 3 
quarter)

• A.  CCC may use both to clear 
area 2 with 6 quarter units



Combining quarter and semester
Semester to quarter conversion

(1 semester unit x 1.5 = 1.5 quarter unit)

• 1 quarter unit
• 3 quarter unit
• 4 quarter unit
• 4.5 quarter unit
• Q: student completes 3 

courses for area 4.  Two are 
3 semester units each and 
one is four quarter units?

Quarter to semester conversion 
(1 quarter unit x.667= .667 semester unit)

• .667 semester unit
• 2.001 semester unit
• 2.668 semester unit
• 3 semester unit
• A:  Convert the semester 

unit to quarter unit to give 
the student 13 quarter 
units to clear area D.



Grades

LOTE HIGH SCHOOL
D and F grades in less advanced 
work:
• Students may clear D and F grades in less 

advanced work by completing more 
advanced work with grades of “C-” or higher.

• Examples:
Spanish 1: D D Spanish 2: C C MET
Spanish 1: D D Spanish 2: D C  MET
Spanish 1: D C Spanish 2: C D NOT MET

“C” (2.0) or better.  “C-”is not 
acceptable

CR/No Credit-Pass/No Pass is ok as 
long as CR/P equates to a “C” or 
better

LOTE exception: UC does not count 
plus or minus grades.  “C-” may be 
used if using high school transcript.



Area 1
1A: English Composition

3 semester/4-5 quarter units

• Expository writing
• Substantial reading and literature
• 6,000 words
• Minimum 3 semester/4 quarter 

units*
• Rhetorical analysis
• Non-CCC: usually 2nd sequential 

English course
• Scrutiny given; syllabus? 

admission requirement

Exception for 1A minimum unit value

• 3-quarter unit English courses 
may be used if part of sequence

• At least 2 of the 3-quarter unit 
English courses must be “C” or 
better

• Sequence must meet rigor of 
IGETC 10.1.1

• Walla Walla College 
English 111 3.0 qtr A
English 112 3.0 qtr A
English 113 3.0 qtr C



Area 1
1B: Critical Thinking/Composition

3 semester/4-5 quarter units

• Course from 1A must be 
prerequisite

• 2nd level English emphasizing 
critical thinking

• Deductive/inductive reasoning
• Relationship between language 

and logic
• Analyze, criticize, advocate ideas
• Fallacies
• 6,000 words
• Most non-CCC’s will not satisfy 1B
• Extra scrutiny given

1C: Oral Communication (CSU) only
3 semester/4-5 quarter units

• Faculty-supervised, faculty-
evaluated 

• Rhetorical principles-study of 
effective communication in 
formal speeches

• Speeches must be conducted in 
person and not recorded or 
online



Area 2: Mathematical Concepts

Mathematical 
Concepts/Quantitative Reasoning

3 semester/4-5 quarter units

• Prerequisite: intermediate 
algebra

• Unacceptable: survey courses 
such as Math in Society, Symbolic 
Logic

• Minimum unit: 3 semester/4 
quarter*

Exception for area 2 unit value

• 3-quarter unit math courses may be 
used if part of sequence

• At least 2 of the 3-quarter unit math 
courses must be “C” or better

• Sequence must meet rigor of IGETC 
10.2

Math 121 (Calculus A) 3 quarter units   C
Math 122 (Calculus B) 3 quarter units   C

Each may be used to certify area 2 with 
6.0 quarter units



Area 3A/B: Arts and Humanities
3 courses; 9 semester, 12-15 quarter units

• 3A-Arts: integrates history, theory, aesthetics, criticism
• 3A-Arts does not include applied arts such as drawing, painting
• 3B- Humanities: designed to appreciate works of philosophy, literature, 

history and culture
• Advanced foreign language ok with culture component
• Creative writing, oral interpretation, Spanish for Spanish Speakers and all 

introductory foreign language courses are not ok
• No more than 2 courses of the same academic discipline



Area 4: Social & Behavioral Science
3 courses: 9 semester, 12-15 quarter units

• At least two academic disciplines required
• Individual behavior, behavior in human social, political, and economic 

institutions
• Problems and issues addressed examine in their contemporary, historical, 

and geographical settings
• Value contributions and perspective of men, women, ethnic and other 

minorities from the viewpoints of western/non western societies
• Courses must be taught from the perspective of social and behavior 

sciences



Area 5 A/B/C:
Physical and Biological Sciences

• At least 2 courses: 7-9 semester, 9-12 quarter units
• A minimum of one course in each area is required with at least one 

including a laboratory
• Area 5A: Physical Science     Area 5B: Biological Science     5C: Laboratory
• Courses emphasize experimental methodology, hypotheses testing, 

systematic questioning
• Laboratory must be related to either 5A or 5B to gain fulfillment of the 

experimental methodology and hypothesis testing content and rigor
• A laboratory in a third subject will not satisfy 5C
• Laboratory must be a prerequisite or corequisite and have minimum unit 

of value of 1 semester/quarter unit



Area 5 A/B/C 
Examples

• 1 biological science w/lab, 3 
semester units

• 1 physical science, lecture, 4 
semester units

• Area 5 satisfied?
• Yes: 7 units completed, meets 

minimum required units and 
laboratory

• 1 biological science w/ lab, 3 
semester units

• 1 physical science, lecture, 3 
semester units

• 1 physical or 1 biological science, 
lecture, 3 semester units

• Area 5 satisfied?
• Yes: 9 units completed and 

laboratory met



Area 6A: Language other than English
LOTE

• Only required for IGETC/UC
• Proficiency requirement equal to two years of high school study
• No minimum number of units
• Students who satisfy the UC freshman entrance requirement for LOTE will 

satisfy area 6A  UC Doorways
• Courses include written and oral language instruction as well as an 

introduction to history and cultural traditions of the country associated 
with the language

• LOTE for Native Speakers are appropriate
• Conversational courses must include a prerequisite equivalent to third 

year of high school study or one year of college level language
• Conversational may not emphasize business or travel

http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/


Satisfying 6A: LOTE

• Two years of high school coursework (same language) with a grade of "C-” 
or better

• Completion of approved college course with “C” or better.  See Assist.org
• Two years of formal schooling at the 6th grade level or higher with a “C” 

(2.0) or higher in an institution where the language of instruction is not 
English

• SATII scores (10.6.1)
• AP of 3 or higher
• IB scores of 5 or higher (10.6.1)
• Language other than English “O” level exam with grade of “A-C”
• LOTE International “A” level exam with score of 5-7
• Defense Language Institute LOTE course with “C” or higher



Satisfying 6A: LOTE

• Achievement test administered by a professor.  Test must measure 
proficiency equivalent to two years of high school language.  This 
proficiency must be transcribed with units and grade.  Credit by Exam

• Statement signed by the Professor indicating proficiency equivalent to two 
years of high school language 

• Validation of less advanced high school coursework.  The second year of 
the same language will validate the first year even if the first year grades 
are below C-

• More advanced college courses approved for area 3B may also be used to 
satisfy the LOTE proficiency



Questions?
Benjamin Mudgett, Articulation Officer EXT 2737
bmudgett@palomar.edu
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