MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF THE EDWIN AND FRANCES HUNTER ARBORETUM AT PALOMAR COLLEGE
OCTOBER 7, 2026
VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE
In attendance:
Antonio Rangel, President						Dennis Astl		
Beth Pearson								Bob Kurner		
Pauline Riley								Mike O’Donnell
Wayne Armstrong							
The meeting was called to order at 5:38 PDT. 


Minutes: There was a motion to approve the minutes of the Aug 5, 2026 minutes. The motion was seconded and carried. (Astl/O’Donnell)

Financial Report – There was no Financial Report.

Hourly Staff
Tony has decided to hire one hourly staff person to maintain the Arboretum. He will need $25,000 to pay the wages for the next 12 months. Beth Pearson motioned to approve the expenditure of $25,000.  Dennis Astl seconded the motion. Motion carried. Tony will send an email with the paperwork.

In December Kayla [Kelsey, the Foundation Accountant] will prepare another financial report. Tony will talk to Stacy Rungaitis, the Foundation Executive Director regarding the methodology of preparing this report as it has changed. 

Hunter Industries Grant

The work funded by the additional $8,000 grant from Hunter Industries is mostly completed. Tony will check if the District can cover the remaining work with District funding. Kayla Kelsey will submit the final grant report to Hunter Industries.

Plant Labels

Mike O’Donnell has been printing labels as fast as he can and merging various lists such as palms, figs, trees etc. into one comprehensive list with a common format. It is slow but steady progress. Tony noted that the important work is to get the lists standardized. He will share this list with everyone when it is completed. Mike is doing the Excel work at home and goes to the shop on campus to do the plant tags.



Recap Wayne Armstrong’s Talk on Botanical Record Breakers, Controversies and Curiosities

Wayne’s talk on October 3rd was well received. About 20 -25 people attended. The students were great. Tony heard them talking afterwards and they gave good reviews. Beth Pearson noted that a plant identification course has been added so that is good news.

Palomar College Property in Anza Borrego 

On Saturday November 7th, Tony will walk the Anza Borrego property located just outside of Borrego Springs. The property is located too close to the airport to allow for educational facilities. But there is potential for the property to be used for research on desert plants. Tony will do an assessment of what he finds there, and possibly do a “Bio-Blitz” next spring depending on what he finds. The forecast for the winter is 26” of rain at the coast. So if the desert gets sufficient rain, the spring could see a good wildflower bloom. Tony will camp out on Saturday and invited any one to join him.

Journal Room

The Journal Room is nearly done. Fifty one boxes have been emptied. This room will be a valuable resource for research.

Signage

Dennis recommends doing signage and plant labels on the new athletic fields. He also noted that the District should pay for the next label machine.

Discussion of Plant Accessions

There are about 40 Torrey Pines available from San Clemente Island. Since they were grown off-island, they can’t be sent back there. Tony said they could go by the Baseball Field. He will have the holes pre-dug, and will label the trees and record the accessions.

Wayne has an unusual shrub at home that was given to him by a student 30 years ago. I didn’t get the name of the plant. Could you or Wayne fill it in?   It is not a common plant, it loves hot weather and has a bloom period of several weeks. He would like to donate a cutting. Tony said he would come by to check it out and share photos with Bob. He will also check with Quail (the San Diego Botanical Garden) and the San Diego Zoo. He suggested checking the seed viability before trying to propagate it and to determine if it might be invasive. 

Tony reported that he recently stopped by Cal Orchids in Santa Barbara. They have a lot of orchids they would like to donate if they can’t sell them. If so, Tony will think about where to put them.

Annual Dinner

Dennis suggested we should start thinking about the Annual Dinner. Tony said he would look at dates and send out an email. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:35.
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