MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF THE EDWIN AND FRANCES HUNTER ARBORETUM AT PALOMAR COLLEGE
AUGUST 5, 2026
VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE
In attendance:
Antonio Rangel, President						Dennis Astl		
May Fong Ho								Bob Kurner		
Pauline Riley								Mike O’Donnell
Wayne Armstrong							Christina “Cricket” Fuller
The meeting was called to order at 5:38 PDT. 


Minutes: There was a motion to approve the minutes of the July 1, 2026 minutes. The motion was seconded and carried. (Armstrong/Fong Ho)

Financial Report – There was no Financial Report.

President’s Report – Tony Rangel

1.	Additional Hunter Grant
Hunter Irrigation has granted an additional $8,000 grant for irrigation retrofits. The work is in progress, and more fittings and other parts will be purchased. The are some issues at the Baseball Field that will be addressed.

2.	Fall Events / October – November Talks
Tony noted that we need to get the Fall Clean-Up scheduled. He will send an email to the Wildlife Club and get a date set up.

Wayne Armstrong will present Botanical Record Breakers, Controversies and Curiosities on October 3rd. Christina Fuller “Cricket” will do the flyer and send it to Wayne for approval before posting it to the website.
Tony noted that the Amorphophallus in the greenhouse is now 3 -4 feet tall. It has not flowered yet.

Tony reported that he recently spoke at a meeting of the Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society, and they presented him with a check for $150 as a speaker fee. The Foundation has a website where you can donate to a specific Arboretum fund. So, Tony deposited the check to the new Arboretum Nursery and Visitor Center fund. This is the initial donation.


3.	Insect Pests Report
The weather has enabled the invasive pests to wreak havoc on plantings all around the county. These pests include the Palm Weevil,  Cottonseed Weevil, June Beetle, Scarab Beetle, Erythrina moth and Agave Weevil among others. Tony is trying to cut out the weevils and damaged plant material on some of the plants in the Nursery, and this seems to be working. Insecticides are not recommended because they harm pollinators and they are harder to access.

4.	Plant Accessions 
Tony reported that there are close to 500 plant tags completed now. JJ, Mike O’Donnell and Tony have been working on them.

5.	Journal Room
The Library didn’t have room for all the book donations, so a Journal Room has been set up in the Maintenance & Operations Building. There are six shelves of journals dating from the 1840’s! Some of the journals are from the Field Museum in Chicago from the early 1900’s, pre-WWI. There is some great information in these journals.

6.	Wayne’s Word
Cricket reported that Palomar College will no longer host the site, and she recommended that the Arboretum should take over the domain and run it as an external website. Under this arrangement, there is no constraint to comply with ADA requirements, but we could do a mirror site that would be ADA compliant. Wayne Armstrong commented that the sections of the website pertaining to Palomar College should be maintained. This comprises about 15,000 images with expert verification. Cricket responded that she wants to move a lot of the Palomar pages to Word Press. Wayne noted that he recently did some AI research on figs and AI was wrong about the male inability to produce fruit. So, he wrote a correction, and AI made the correction citing the information on Wayne’s Word!

There was a discussion of the Friends covering the cost of maintaining Wayne’s Word on Network Solutions where it currently resides. Everyone agreed that Wayne should not have to cover this cost himself. 

7.	Arboretum Annual Budget
Pauline Riley suggested that the cost of maintaining Wayne’s Word should be included in an annual budget along with the cost of the Botanic Gardens Conservation International membership, the annual Friends scholarship, the annual expense of hiring a dedicated worker for the Arboretum and any other recurring expenses. Tony agreed and said he would work on putting together an Annual  Budget Proposal within the next few weeks.

8.	Part-Time Position
Tony would like to offer a part-time position to a new volunteer. It would be 24 hours a week for a year and would cost around $45,000. We could fund half now and half later. He reported that we switched one person and are adding another. One staff member has been out on extended leave, and another is out on medical leave. So he is all by himself now.

9.	Campus Tours
Dennis Astl reported that the landscape architects who have done work at Mira Costa will be touring the Palomar campus.

Tony met with the new Director and CEO of San Diego Botanical Garden and he liked what he saw at Palomar. He was in charge of all landscaping at Disneyland before coming to SDBG. He is pushing for increased production and will be sending some plant material our way.


The meeting adjourned at 6:21.
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