MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF THE EDWIN AND FRANCES HUNTER ARBORETUM AT PALOMAR COLLEGE
APRIL 5, 2023
VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE

In attendance:
Antonio Rangel, President				Susan Wyche
May Fong Ho						Dennis Astl
Beth Pearson						Pauline Riley

Guest: Christina (Cricket) Fuller

The meeting was called to order at 5:35. Everyone introduced themselves.

Minutes: Tabled until next meeting.

Beth Pearson reported that she had updated the link to Wayne’s Word from the Arboretum website.

Susan Wyche reported that she has drafted a letter to President Rivera to be signed electronically by Tony Rangel, Dennis Astl and herself, and it lists the names of non-employee Board members. She shared the letter on her screen. The letter expresses the concern that the lack of adequate maintenance of plantings, both on campus and in the Arboretum proper, jeopardizes our standing as an ArbNet certified Arboretum. The letter points out the value of the Arboretum as an educational resource and the conservation value of the rare and endangered plants themselves. It also contains a request for a meeting with President Rivera to further discuss the issue. The letter was approved by the Board and will be routed for signatures and sent to President Rivera.

President’s Report – Tony Rangel

Tony reported that the work on the fire break is progressing.

The tour for the hiking group has been rescheduled for April 15th. It was postponed from February because of rain.

Third grade students from Paloma Elementary School will be visiting campus with chaperones on April 20th and 21st. They will have a tour of the campus and the Arboretum and will have lunch here.

Project Priority and Justification – Tony is working on it.

Signage – The wording needs to be finalized for the signs inside the Arboretum. Dennis Astl met with the company that does a lot of work for the college and he got samples. Christina suggested using icons rather than wording, for example, a cigarette crossed out for “No Smoking”.

April 14th is Budburst! A group from San Diego Botanic Gardens and San Diego Habitat Conservancy are coming to do “citizen science.” Beth Pearson will have the group meet at the Arboretum. One half of the group will go into the Arboretum where Beth will explain what plants are there, and why they are important. The other half of the group will stay on campus and then the two groups will switch.

Tony noted that the Arboretum needs to host three educational events per calendar year, and this counts as one.

Dennis Astl reported on the progress of the softball/football stadiums construction and developing the landscaping plans. This is a Prop M project, so the signage is included in the budget. The landscaping signs can feature a QR code that gives information about the specific plants to get people interested in the collection. Tony will check with ArbNet to be sure the signs will be compliant with their requirements. There was a discussion of different types of plant labels. Pauline Riley explained the different pieces of information displayed on the current labels. ArbNet Level 3 Certification requires that at least 500 woody plants are labeled; we have exceeded that number, not including the labels at the Fallbrook and Rancho Bernardo Centers.

Meeting adjourned 6:45.
