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Above, Cody Ackerman {center) plancs a piece of wood to fit Into this groove a5 classinates
John Philp {lefth and Kot Ackerman [(Cody's fathar) look on during a timberdrame profect at
the Vista Anfique Gas & Steam Museum on Saturday. This wooden maliet, below, was one of
the traditional ool used by students in a Palomar College timber framing class to assembie

astage ot the mweseum Stundan.

Palomar College students
build stage for anthue museum
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VISTA — In bard hats and jeans, stu-
denmts froom Palomar Collepe clapped and
cheerad at the sight of their final project
being hotsted into the air by a focklift
Sanwday afternoon, It was sort of an old-
fashioned bameraising, but for a grade.

More than 40 stwdents from the col-
lege’s ritmber-fmme constroction class
gatheraed at the Antigue Gas & Steam Bn-
gine Museurm @ erect thair masiecpioos
& Ad-dont-long stage to be wsed for the mus
seum’s annual bluegrass Tesiival, The
stage was the culminatinn of a rwoweaesek
course that canghe soedents some of 1he
eldest construction technigues in the
wisrled,

*They (che museum) didn’t want a
modern-day stage, but something from
the 1700z or 18005, said Chriz Fedder-
sohn, the class™s instructor. "They heard
about our provious five classes through
word of mouth and asked us to consoreer
The stage, We didn't havee anvching else in
the works and I wanted a communicy
peaject, something that would make the
comnminity a better place, This way, the
studenes can cone back and visit”

The srage consisted of 5,000 board foeot
of Douglas fir = primarily from Oregon
and Washinginn — and 250 pees made of
white oak. The Boards were fitted with

Y mortiss-and-aenon joints amed held
pather with the pegs, Feddersohm saul,
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Students from as far away as
Michigan decided to winter in

HMorth County end take the class. |
Instructors from Texas, Washing- |

tan and Ohio flew out to assist
Feddersahn. They worked eageriy
Satarday, cager to sec the results
of their efforts,

“This 15 pretty ceel” sad Moah
Elhardt, 13, & home-school student
from Thowsand Cales swho came to
Morth County to take the class af-
ter hearing about it on the Inter-
mest, “T was a lietle nervous this
morning becanse if we cul any-
thing wrong the joimt would be
wrong and the whole building
would have been delayed,. This is
the grading of the final exam, 5010
speak. We are putting together
and huilding something and oth-
ers will see our work through fu-
ture ganerations.”

Elhardt's friend and fellow
home-school student, 17-year-old
Cody Ackermenn of Velley Center,

said the process of cutting 1he
wond was the miost rewarding for
hirmn.

"It was more of a sense of ac
complishment finishing the last
tenon, when T saw the heams
done," Ackermann said, who was
taking the class with his father,
“Thats where T felt a senss of ac.
complishment. T knew the people
in the class, and T knew we could
get this all topether™

Ackermann wasn't the only stu-
dent taking the class with a rela-
tve. Bay Ciataline came gut from
IMichigan o take the class with his
davghter and son-in-law, Michele
and Erad Becker of San Marcos,

"Tve done things as small as a
postege stamp holder but it's
amazing 0 do something this
large,” Cataling, a retired wood-
worket, said. “It's from one end of
the specomum to the other™

The Beckers broonght along
thedr Staffordshire bull terrier Pol.
Iywop while they worked on the
building. As they ook a Iunch
break, Michele Becker said they
ek the class because they had an
apenda, i

“Our deeam s to some dav
build our own timber home on
some land,” she spid. “It was also
a way to hond with my dad and
hushand. It was a daunting pro-
gram, ne doubt, lae T have a high-
or respect for timber framors
e

Feddersohn zaid the stape
winld not be painted it left its
natural, oil-finished color. Ar the
end of the day, the class placed a
pine tree of the cop of the eoof of
the stage as a symbol of good
Tk,

“It"s a blessing” Feddervsolin
said. “Tts o wary of thanking the for
est for piving us the trees and
wood for building and a way 1o
keep the bullding safe for ics life
and the lives of the people in ic”

Dale Fox, a studant in 8 Palomar
College timber framidng cliass, usas a
traditional wooden mallet to stike a

chisel as the elass agsembled a

timber frame stage at the Vista
Antigue Gas and Steam Mussum on
Saundiy.




