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Introduction to the life, times, background, poems, and plays of William Shakespeare. 
 
  
Program #1:  Introduction to Shakespeare                                                                      

This video provides an introduction to Shakespeare and the two dominant world views in the 
Renaissance. 

 
Program #2:  Richard II – Introductory Material  

This video provides an introduction to Richard II, including the overall themes and structure 
of the play. 

 
Program #3:  Richard II – Structure, Speeches, and Staging      

This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
Richard II, scene by scene, and possible staging that might affect interpretation of the play. 

 
Program #4:  Henry IV, part 1 – Introductory Material   

This video provides an introduction to Henry IV, part 1, including overall themes and structure 
of the play. 

 
Program #5:  Henry IV, part 1 – Structure, Speeches, and Staging  

This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
Henry IV, part 1, scene by scene, and possible staging that might affect interpretation of the 
play.  
 

Program #6:  The Merchant of Venice – Introductory Material                       
This video provides an introduction to The Merchant of Venice, including overall themes and 
structure of the play. 
 

Program #7:  The Merchant of Venice – Structure, Speeches, and Staging          
This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
The Merchant of Venice, scene by scene, and possible staging that might affect interpretation 
of the play.  

 
Program #8:  Twelfth Night or What You Will - Introductory Material   

This video provides an introduction to Twelfth Night or What You Will, including overall 
themes and structure of the play. 

 
Program #9:  Twelfth Night or What You Will – Structure, Speeches, and Staging 

This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
Twelfth Night or What You Will, scene by scene, and possible staging that might affect 
interpretation of the play. 

 
Program #10:  The Tragedy of Hamlet - Introductory Material           

This video provides an introduction to Hamlet, including overall themes and structure of the 
play. 

 



Program #11:  The Tragedy of Hamlet – Structure, Speeches, and Staging, Acts I–II  
This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
Hamlet from Act 1 and Act 2, scene by scene, and possible staging that might affect 
interpretation of the play. 

 
Program #12:  The Tragedy of Hamlet – Structure, Speeches, and Staging, Acts III-IV  

This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
Hamlet from Act 3 and the first half of Act 4, scene by scene, and possible staging that might 
affect interpretation of the play. 

 
Program #13:  The Tragedy of Hamlet – Structure, Speeches, and Staging, Acts IV-V  

This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
Hamlet from the second half of Act 4 and Act 5, scene by scene, and possible staging that 
might affect interpretation of the play. 

 
Program #14:  The Tragedy of King Lear - Introductory Material        

This video provides an introduction to King Lear, including overall themes and structure of the 
play. 

 
Program #15:  The Tragedy of King Lear – Structure, Speeches, and Staging          

This video provides an analysis of the structure of individual acts, important speeches from 
King Lear, scene by scene, and possible staging that might affect interpretation of the play. 

 


