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December 8, 2003
The Palomar College Mathematics and the Natural and Health Sciences (MNHS) Division chairs and director meeting was held Monday, December 8, 2003, at 4:00 p.m. in AA-109.

​1.
Order of business
Mike Rourke, Division Dean, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  
Members present: 
Mike Rourke, David Boyajian, Judy Eckhart, Jim Gilardi, Takashi Nakajima, Al Trujillo, and Jay Wiestling
Guests present:
Carey Carpenter
Recorder:  
Debbie McBrayer
2. Minutes
Approval of Minutes from November 24, 2003, was postponed to next meeting.
3.
New Business
A. Ozone-Generating Air Cleaners.  Handout.  According to the recent Safety Newsletter distributed by Kelley Hudson-MacIssac, anyone using Ozone-Generating Air Cleaners should remove them immediately.  They do not clean air or remove odors, and they emit ozone making air quality worse.  None of the departments are using the air cleaners.      

B. Four Semester Rotation of Courses.  An example of the Biology-Pre-Professional Certificate/Degree Program Review was distributed and discussed.  Dean Rourke said he met with a counselor and added pre-requisites and required courses for transfers to the program review.  Assuming a student is college ready, it appears that it could still take up to six semesters to complete all the requirements for an AA degree and/or transfer.  Accreditation groups have both recommendations and requirements for program length.  Nursing Education has been trying to come into line with their accreditation body.  It has been difficult.  Dean Rourke asked the chairs to continue to look at each program to make sure regular, four-semester sequences are incorporated into planning so students can take required courses within two-year periods.
C. Microscope Repair.  Due to the annual high cost of microscope maintenance, it was suggested that lab assistants be trained to perform required repairs and upkeep.  There is a company that will send a trainer onsite to teach up to four individuals to troubleshoot and/or repair microscopes.  
4. Old Business
A. Institutional Review.  Copies of completed institutional review worksheets were distributed. Dean Rourke requested that worksheets be reviewed before the next division meeting in January so an overall summary can be prepared and division recommendations completed and forwarded to IPC by the February deadline.  
B.
Faculty Hiring.  Along with the approval to hire two mathematics instructors, we received approval to hire a Chemistry instructor.  Hiring should be completed prior to fall semester 2004.
C.
Slide Scanner.  Should a new slide scanner be purchased to replace the non-functional one in ES-9?  Though one is available on campus, Al Trujillo recommended replacement.  The Earth Sciences Department has a huge slide catalog that they are trying to digitize.  It would be timesaving and more convenient to have the scanner in ES-9.  Carey Carpenter agreed, and said Life Sciences would use it as well.  Dean Rourke said the division would use Community Services income from the lab to purchase the slide scanner.  He asked that instructors be made aware of the purchase so they can utilize it.  
5.
Adjournment.  Mike Rourke adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
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