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The weekly meeting of the Palomar College Mathematics and the Natural and Health Sciences (MNHS) Division chairs and director was held Tuesday, October 8, 2002, at 4:00 p.m. in AA-109.

​1.
Order of business
Mike Rourke, Division Dean, called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m.  
Members present:  Mike Rourke, Kathy Clyne, Ed Groschwitz, Philomena Lindsey, Takashi Nakajima, Sara Thompson, Al Trujillo, and Jay Wiestling
Recorder:  Debbie McBrayer
2.
Minutes of last meeting
Minutes were approved.  
3.
Areas of concern

A. Issues with curriculum process.  Concerns were voiced about the process for completing the forms to add a new class or change an existing one.  The discipline specialist needs more time.   It was recommended that a curriculum manual be written.  It was also suggested that for uniformity, ADAs should type the forms and an editor be hired to review the forms.  Dental Assisting will hold off making any curriculum changes until a new director is hired.
B. Shared drive.  Earth Sciences, Life Sciences, and Chemistry all have access to the shared MNHS Division drive.  Physics/Engineering, Dental Assisting, and Nursing Education will verify whether they have access.  Jose Vargas will be contacted.  

C. Restructure.  A department expressed concern over the possibility of the CSIS Department being moved to the MNHS Division due in part to the resources that department needs to stay competitive and up-to-date.  Also, since CSIS is more technical than scientific, it was recommended it be assigned to the new technology dean.  Nursing expressed opposition to being moved to the technology division, and wants to remain in the MNHS Division.   The goal of restructuring to equalize the loads among academic deans was understood.   However, it was suggested that an alternate proposal be presented that would both better address department concerns and make the positions more equitable.  
D. Journal subscriptions.  It was asked if one could subscribe to journals from the budget.  Departments may subscribe to appropriate journals.  It was suggested that departments contact the library as the library may already have a subscription or may be willing to fund a subscription.    
4.
Information
A. Student attending MIT.  A Life Sciences student, Blanka Socera, is attending MIT.  After completing the program at Palomar College, she transferred to the University of California, San Diego, and then was accepted into the graduate program at MIT.   Her letter was forwarded to the President’s Office.

B. Computer updates.  Data projector installations will include computer workstations.  Regarding computers requested by instructors, it seems some want fully loaded computers but are not computer savvy enough to know how to use what is available. It was also asked why computers are updated every four years if they are only used for typing/word processing.  It was suggested that computers be rotated.  Several issues to be considered are compatibility problems, the use of memory hogging high tech tutorials, and speed for transactions.  
C. Science building anatomy lab.  Pictures of the one-year-old Long Beach Community College Anatomy lab were passed around.  Dean Rourke has asked for a copy of the 100% plans.  When they arrive, he requests assistance from the chairs and directors to make sure every faculty and staff member reviews the plans.  There is still time to make corrections, but it must be done quickly.  
D. Science building exterior.  Bob Ebert took photos of a building with painted corrugated metal panels similar to those proposed for the Student Union building and the science building.  The photos show that the panels are rusted and corroded.  They have been shared with Dr. Amador and Jerry Patton.  

E. Department special needs.  Departments were asked to submit requests for critically needed supplies and facilities.  Requests must include a rationale and cost estimate.  There is very little money.  
F. Deionized water.  Deionized water remains a major concern.  
G. Chemistry offerings.  Chemistry 101 will be considered for elimination from the catalog because it hasn’t been offered in three years, but Chemistry 210 should stay in the catalog since UCSD is developing a new analytic chemistry course.  
H. Physical Science offerings.  There is concern about overlap between the proposed new PHSC 100 and 101 and Earth Science classes.  
5.
Adjournment

Mike Rourke adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m.
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