PALOMAR COLLEGE

GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETING THE

VALIDATION OF REQUISITES 
Title 5 regulations adopted by the Community College Board of Governors on January 14, 1994, outline specific requirements for the establishment and review of prerequisites, corequisites and advisories on recommended preparation.  These regulations are designed to achieve a balance between academic standards and student access.

DEFINITIONS

Target course - The target course is the course for which the requisite or limitation on enrollment is being established.

Prerequisite - A prerequisite is a condition of enrollment that a student is required to meet in order to demonstrate current readiness in a target course or educational program.

Corequisite - A corequisite is a condition of enrollment consisting of a course that the student is required to take simultaneously with another course.

Advisory on Recommended Preparation (Recommended Preparation) - A recommended preparation is a condition of enrollment that a student is advised, but not required, to meet before or in conjunction with enrollment in a course or educational program.

Content Review - Content review is a rigorous process in which the faculty who teach a target course examines the teaching methods and materials (e.g. lectures, discussions, class activities, textbooks) of the target course to determine the body of knowledge, skills, vocabulary and basic concepts which students are assumed to possess upon entry.  These items are then compared to the terminal measurable objectives of the proposed prerequisite course.  A high proportion of matching skills, vocabulary and basic concepts indicate that the prerequisite course is valid.  
LEVELS OF SCRUTINY
A.
Standard prerequisite or corequisite
A standard prerequisite or corequisite is one for which three (3) UC or CSU campuses can be found, each of which lists in the catalog a course equivalent to the target course with an equivalent prerequisite or corequisite.  In addition, requires content review.

B.  Sequential courses 

Sequential courses consist both of sequences within a discipline (e.g., Calculus I for Calculus II) and of sequences across disciplines (e.g., Calculus I for Physics I).  Required documentation consists of 1) a list of specific knowledge and/or skills needed upon entry to the target course must be included in the course outline of record of the target course and 2) content review.

C.
Courses in communication or computation skills when used for requisite courses in other disciplines (e.g., ENG 100 for PHIL 115)
Required documentation consists of 1) a list of specific knowledge and/or skills needed upon entry to the target course must be included in the course outline of record of the target course, 2) content review, and 3) data must be collected according to sound research policies as described in the Model District Policy, section II.A.1.g.

D.
Cut Scores 

Requires appropriate matriculation research data.

E.
Health and Safety 

Required documentation:  A brief report addressing both of the following criteria 1) the course is one in which the student might endanger his/her health and safety or the health and safety of others, and 2) the prerequisite is that the student possess what is necessary to protect his/her health and safety and the health and safety of others before entering the course.

F.
Recency and other measures of readiness 

Required documentation consists of 1) a list of specific knowledge and/or skills need upon entry to the target course must be included in the course outline of record of the target course and 2) research must be conducted in accordance with one of the methods described in the Model District Policy, section II.A.1.g.
G.
Other limitations on enrollment
Performance course (audition or tryout):  Required documentation:  If course is required for a degree or certificate, the course outline of record must list other course(s) which can meet the same requirement.

Blocks of courses or sections:  Required documentation consists of showing that there are other courses or sections which meet the requirement.
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