Greetings!  We are happy you are interested in our 2010 Spring Break Trip to Catalina Island. The following is preliminary information about the trip.  In January of 2010 we will post the official information letter.
How to Sign Up:  Enrollment will begin in late January when spring semester officially begins.  To enroll in the class you must first pay $220 to the Cashier.  Bring your cashier’s receipt to either Beth Pearson or Cathy Jain.  You will then receive a permission code to officially add the class.  You will also need to sign and return a Field Trip Waiver which can be obtained from either Beth or Cathy.

Tentative Itinerary:

Sunday, Mar 21st   We will depart from the Long Beach, Catalina Express Station and arrive at Two Harbors, Catalina.  Once there we will check into our cabins and have a brief orientation to the island and facilities.  After lunch we will hike up the mountain above Catalina Harbor for a beautiful overlook.  Geological formation of the island and climate will be discussed along the way and at the summit.  After dinner we will learn about kelp forest ecology.

Monday, Mar 22nd  After breakfast we will snorkel the kelp forest (alternative activity available).  In the afternoon we will take a bus ride to explore Little Harbor, where our discussion will involve geology, fluvial systems, and the effects of wave action on the windward coastline.   Our evening campfire will include a chat about island biogeography.

Tuesday, Mar 23rd  In the morning we will kayak to Big Fisherman’s Cove and back to Fourth of July Cove to observe different rock formations in the sea cliffs.  After lunch we’ll hike to Cherry Cove where we will take a tour of the Catalina Island Marine Institute’s touch tanks.  Afterward, we will shift our focus to the island’s endemic plants while hiking up to a stand of ironwood trees.  We’ll have a campfire and smores on our last night.

Wednesday, Mar 24th   Free time in the morning.  We will pack up our stuff and head back to Long Beach, observing marine life along the way.
Costs:  

We have obtained group rates for the Express Boat, cabins, kayak and bus tour.  Total cost per student for those services is $220.  This money must be paid to the cashier’s office on the main campus.  Students will be expected to bring their own food or money to buy food on the island (there is a cafeteria-style restaurant, a nicer dining room, and a small grocery store), and money for any souvenirs they’d like to buy.  If you need to rent snorkel gear, you can do so on the island at your own expense.  Additionally, parking in Long Beach is $14 per day.  We encourage students to carpool from Palomar to Long Beach to minimize that cost.  Registration costs at Palomar College can be found by going to Palomar’s homepage at http://www.palomar.edu.   In general, it is $26 for the one unit class plus $18 in fees for the spring semester.

Lodging:  We will stay in small, two-person cabins equipped with twin-sized bunk beds, a refrigerator, and a heater.  If you already have a person you’d like to room with, please let us know in advance.  Otherwise, we will assign you a roommate.
Cancellation Policy: 

 Students who cancel on or before February 19, 2010 will receive a full refund. 

After that date there will be no refunds.
Contact Information:

Beth Pearson can be reached at 744-1150 x2874 and her office is NS-212G.  bpearson@palomar.edu 

Cathy Jain can be reached at 744-1150 x2952 and her office is NS-110J.  cjain@palomar.edu 

