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PALOMAR COLLEGE
COURSE OUTLINE OF RECORD FOR
DEGREE CREDIT COURSE

X Transfer course X A.A. degree applicable course
(check all that apply)

COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: LS 145 Legal Ethics
PLS 145

UNIT VALUE: 3
MINIMUM NUMBER OF SEMESTER HOURS: 48

BASIC SKILLS REQUIREMENTS: Appropriate language and computational skills.
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

PREREQUISITE: None
COREQUISITE: None

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION: None

SCOPE OF COURSE:

Legal ethics and professional responsibility within the legal
profession. Focuses on standards required by the American Bar
Association and other professional associations involving legal
professionals working in the field of law.

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES: Successful students will

1. Identify types of ethical dilemmas present within the legal
profession.

2. Evaluate and analyze ethical problems.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical rules to include the

American Bar Association (ABA) model code of professional
responsibility, ABA model of professional conduct, and ethical
standards as established by various legal professional organizations.



4. Demonstrate practical skills to deal with such issues as,

confidentiality, unauthorized practice of law, conflicts of interest,

and every day ethical dilemmas faced by legal professionals.

5. RApply basic research skills to analyze ethics codes, opinions, and

state statutes.
CONTENT IN TERMS OF SPECIFIC BODY OF KNOWLEDGE:
1. Introduction to professional ethics

2. The regulation of lawyers and non-lawyer professionals
a. ABA model code
b. ABA ethics opinions

3. The unauthorized practice of law
a. Statutes
b. Case law

4. Confidentiality

a. General principles

b. Attorney/client privilege
c. Work product

Conflicts of interest

Fees and client funds

Competence and malpractice

Professionalism
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Researching ethics codes and opinions

REQUIRED READING:

Orlik, Deborah K. Ethics for the Legal Professional. 4th edition.
La Canada: Marlen Hill Publisher, 1999.

SUGGESTED READING:

Law Review articles, the ABA Journal, and the California Lawyer

REQUIRED WRITING:

Case briefs and a term paper on legal ethics of at least 3 pages.

OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENTS:

Students are expected to spend a minimum of three hours per unit per week

in class and on outside assignments, prorated for short term classes.



Reading text; preparing papers and homework; studying for exams.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY:

Check all that apply:
X lecture
laboratory
lecture-laboratory combination
directed study

This course may be offered as a distance education course and meets Title 5
regulations 55370, 55372, 55374, 55376, 55378, and 55380.
Yes X No

If yes, check all that apply. (See guidelines for preparation for
definitions.)
X telecourse
mediated instruction
computer assisted instruction
X video conference
GRADING POLICY AND STANDARDS (include methods of determining whether the
stated objectives have been met by students):

Midterm and final each worth 100 points = 200 points
Case briefs = 100 points
Term paper = 200 points

Final grades will be computed as follows:

90% x 500 points = 450+ =
80% x 500 points = 400+ =
70% x 500 points = 350+ =
60% x 400 points = 300+ =

299- =
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IS COURSE REPEATABLE FOR REASON(S) OTHER THAN DEFICIENT GRADE?
Yes No X Number of times course may be taken for
credit: 1

If yes, identify specific provision of Title 5 Division 2 section(s) 55761-
55763 and 58161 which qualifies course as repeatable:

CONTACT PERSON: Angelo Corpora, ext. 2501



